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1 Tim. iv. 14. 


Meglect not the Gift that is in thee, 
which was given thee by Prophecy, 
with the laying on of the Hands of 
the Presbytery. ; 


HE Office of tke Miniſtry, as it is 
highly uſeful, and neceflary for the 
Church of God; and as it reflects very 
great honour upon thoſe that are em- 
ployed in it, ſo it requires very conſi- 
derable Labour and Diligence, in order to the due 
fulfilling of it: and for any to enter upon it with- 
out ſerious Conſideration, and withour being pre- 
viouſly in ſore good degree — for it, muſt 
needs be very raſh and unadviled, And though a 
Man be ever ſo well qualified for it, or willing 
to engage in it, yet ought he not to preſume lo 
far as to take it upon him, until he be firſt called 
of God; and when the Call of God is viſible and 
apparent, it is then incumbent upon him to apply 
to the proper Officers of the Church of Chriſt, who 
are to judge of his Call, and to give him a regu- 
lar Inveſtiture in his Office according to Chri/i”s Ap- 
pointment. | 8 5 
This is the Service which has now engaged our 
Attendance ; and our Uſage, in ſetting apart ſome 


time for Faſting and Prayer, upon ſuch an Occa- 
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fion, cannot be diſapproved by any unprejudiced 
Perſon 3 nor can a Diſcourſe concerning the right 
Ordination of Minifters, and a ſolemn Charge to Mi- 
niſters, and People, be unſuitable, at ſuch a time. 
The former of theſe is at your repeated earneſt 
Requeſt my Province at this time; and the Words 
of my Text are, I think, ſuch as will directly 
lead me to the Subject which I am to treat of, viz. 

That the Miniſterial Office is by virtue of Chri/?*s 
Appointment to be conveyed to proper Perſons, 
by the laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery. 

As our Lord himſelf, while on Earth, did com- 
"miſſien his Apoſtles, and others to go forth, and 
preach the Goſpel, at firſt confining them to ſpeak 
to the loſt Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael ; ſo after his 
Reſurrection, he lets them know their Commiſſion 
was to be enlarged; and tho' they were to begin at 
Jeruſalem, yet they were 1% go into all the World, 
Mark xvi. 15. And he not only ſent them, but 
gave them Authority to ordain others to the Work 
of the Miniſtry, without which there could have 
been but little progreſs made at all, and the 
Work of Preaching muſt have ceaſed with that 
Generation: but that was not his Intent, he deſign- 
ed a Succeſſion of Miniſters from his Apoſtles, to 
be inveſted with the miniſterial Office in a regu- 
lar manner, for the Edification of the Church to 
the end of Time. And as the Holy Ghoſt inſpired 
Men to write Goſpels and Epiſtles to particular 


Churches, to direct Chriſtians in all the Parts of 


ther Duty; ſo, by the ſame Inſpiration, are three 
Epiſtles written to Miniſters, two to Timothy, and 
one to Titus, directing Goſpel-Miniſters in all the 
Branches of their Office, and particularly, in the 
Ordination of thoſe, who are to be Officers in the 
Church of Chriſt : and from hence, as from the pu- 
reſt Fountain, we are to take our Directions for this 
Work, rather than from any uninſpired Men, how 
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15. [3] Wh, 
near ſoever they may have lived to the Apoſtolic 


Times, 
And becauſe the Words of the Text ſeem to 
be as comprehenſive of Inſtruction herein, as any 


one Verſe I could find, I have choſen to make them 


the Foundation of this Diſcourſe, Wherein, 


I. I would conſider what that Gift is, of which 
the Apoſtle puts Timothy in mind. 

II. How it is that this Gift is ſaid to have been 
given him by Prophecy, 

III. Show what hand the Presbytery have in the 
Ordination of a Miniſter. 

IV. Suggeſt ſomething concerning the neglect- 
ing this Gift, which the Apoſtle cautions Timothy 
againſt, And then cloſe with a few Reflections. 


I. What is that Gift which was in Timothy, of 
which the Apoſtle puts him in remembrance, And, 

1. Some are of opinion, that this was an extraor- 
dinary Gift, and ſo peculiar to that day; and not 
any Gift that Miniſters are now poſſeſſed of. The 
Word ẽ,,Ljwua here uſed, is indeed applied to thoſe 
extraordinary Gifts of which we are ſpeaking, in ſe- 
vera] places of Scripture, as Rom. xii. 6. Having 
therefore Gifts differing according to the Grace that is 
given us, whether Prophecy, let us propheſy according 
to the Proportion of Faith, &c. and more evidently 


ſtill, 1 Cor. xii. 4. compar'd with 9, 10 Verſes. 


Now there are Diverſities of Gifts, but the ſame Spi- 
rit. And he afterwards enumerates ſome of them, 


taking particular notice of the w inwsmy, 


the Gifts of Healing, and of the working of Miracles, 
and Prophecy, and diſcerning Spirits and divers kinds 
of Tongues, and Interpretation of Tongues. And the- 
Word is uſed in the 28h and 3oth Verſes, and cer- 
tainly applied to ſuch extraordinary- Gifts in both 
thoſe Verſes. But it is obſervable, that in all thoſe 
places it is uſed in the plural Number; for of theſe 

A 2 Gifts 


(4] 


Gifts there were diverſe kinds; and tho' ſome had 
only ſome of them, and others had others of theſe 
Gifts, yet it is very probable, Timothy the Evan- 


geliſt had many, being ſo extraordinary a Perlon ; | CO 
and therefore I can't help diſſenting from thoſe that fi 
are of the opinion, that this was an extraordinary ta 
Gift. Surely Timsthy would have been admoniſhed A 
not to neglect the Gifts that were in him; and elſe- 1 
where to ſtir up the Gifts that he had; and the F 
. Apoſtle would not have ſpoken in the ſingular Num- fi 
ber in both places, if he really intended thoſe | a 
many Gifts which there is no room to queſtion 0 
whether Timothy had. 1 
2. Others think therefore that this Gift is the | 6 
Miniſterial Office itſelf, which it would be very pro- i 


per for him to be reminded not to neglect. And 
ſo when he calls upon him, 2 Tim. 1. 6, to ſtir up 
the Gift which was in him, I think it is moſt pro- 4 
bable that he deſigned to quicken him to Vigour in F 
his Work, and not to ſuffer his Office to be neg- [0 
le&ted. And I am the rather inclined to be of this 5 
opinion, becauſe the Word , of near affinity t 
with us in the Text, is actually applied, as is a 
evident, to the Office of the Miniſtsy. Thus Epb. iii, = 
7. I was made a Miniſter of the Goſpel, according 10 „ 
the Giſt of the Grace of God given unto me: and Verſe 1 
8. Unto me who om leſs than the leaſt of all Saints, 13 
%% M Ae. dom ts this Grace given, that I ſhould f 
preach among the (Gentiles the unſearchable Riches of | 
Obriſt. And the Apoſtle writing to the Romans 
Ch. xv. 15, 16. ſpeaks of the Grace which was given a 
bim of God, that He ſhould be a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt 
io the Gentiles, miniſtring the Goſpel of God. What 

I have to remark from theſe Places of Scripture, is, 
that ſince it is evident it is the Miniſtry that is the 
aug 4 17 beg, the gift of the Grace of God, then it 
is moſt likely that this is the geroue of which the 
Texc ipeaks, which ſignifies a gift of Grace too : 
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and this is the more probable, as it beſt compleats 
the Senſe, and is moſt eaſy and intelligible. 

Let Miniſters then recollect, that the Miniſterial 
Office is a Gift of God, by which, as we have con- 
ſiderable Honour conferred upon us, ſo an impor- 
tant Truſt is repoſed in us: and how much ſoever 
Miniſters, and their Office, may be contemned, by 
tite Pretenders to Wit and Smartneſs in our day, 
wherein we are making ſwift progreſs towards In- 
fidelity and Atheiſm, it 1s plain that God himſelf, 
and inſpired Men, thought it a conſiderable Mark 
of the divine Favour to be thus intruſted, x Tim. 
1.12, 1 thank Chriſt Feſus our Lord, who bath ena- 
bled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me 
into the Miniſtry. And they are called by many, 
Names in Scripture, which ſet forth the Greatneſs 
of the Gift beſtowed upon thoſe, whom God calls to 
this Work, They are Paſtors, and Teachers, Epb. 
iv. 11. they are Elders and Overſeers in the Church 
of Chriſt, Ads xx. 17. comp. with 28. they are 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God, 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2. 
they are over Chriſtians in the Lord, 1 The. v. 12. 
and they are to rule in the Church; which Rule is 
neceſſary, that the Church of God may be duly 
taken care of, 1 Tim. iii. 4, 5. and 1 Tim. v. 17. 
Yea, they are 1ysuwe! Leaders of God's People, 
Heb. xiii. 17, Shall I add, they are Ambaſſadors 


for Chriſt, who do, in God's ſtead, negotiate with 


Men, endeavouring to accommodate all Differences 
between him and Sinners, and to effect a compleat 
Reconciliation, 2 Cor, v. 20, Yea, Maniſters are 
Angels, Rev. il. 1,8, 18, As the Apoſtle ſays, in 
another Caſe, I magnify mine Office; ſo give me, 
leave, upon this Occaſion, to ſay, that it is fit we 
ſhould look upon the Miniſterial Office as a valu- 
able Gift of God; and it will appear ſo with the 
fulleſt Evidence, when faithful Miniſters that have 


Turned many io Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the Stars 


for. 


. for euer and ever; which is ſpoken of as an advan- 
. ced Happineſs to be conferred on ſuch, ſuperiour 
to that of common Saints, Dan. xii. 3. With re- 
rd to ourſelves, you ſee our Office is a Gift. 
And fo it is with reſpect to the Church, Eph, iv. 
11, 12. Miniſters are to be Labourers and Watch- 
men, to take pains, and be always employed for 
the benefit of God's People. My Brethren, tho” 
we look upon our Office as very honourable, yet 
we take pleaſure in being your Servants for Feſus 
fake, 2 Cor. iv. 5. and I hope we can ſay, Ve 
ſeek not yours, but you; and that we will gladly ſpend, 
and be ſpent for you, 2 Cor. Xil. 14, 15. And to 
have a number of Men ſer apart for the Work of 
the Miniſtry, whoſe Study and Labour, whoſe 
Time and Talents are all to be laid out to the ad- 
vancing your beſt Intereſt as far as ever they are 
able, muſt be a very likely means of being greatly 
advantageous to you ; eſpecially as you have the 
Promiſe of Chrift to be with you in this way, always 
even to the end of the World, Mat. xxviii. 20. And 
believe and hope you eſtzem the Miniſterial Office 
a very valuable Gift ro yourſelves, as well as it is 
to us who are inveſted with it. 


II. Let us confider how it is that this Gift is ſaid 
to have been given him by PROPHECY. To 
underſtand which aright, let it be obſerved that 
che Apoſtles had the Gift of diſcerning of Spirits, 
which, ſays Dr. Whitby *, not only imports the Fa- 
culty of diſcerning betwixt the Impulſe of falſe Pro- 
phets and true ones, and betwixt the lying Won- 
ders and magical Operations of evil Spirits, and 
the Powers of the Holy Ghoſt ; but alſo a Judg- 
'ment of diſcerning the Spirits of Men, whether 
'they were qualified for ſuch an Office in the Church, 
and accordingly chuſing them out for that * 
us 


* Vide Whitby in 1 Cor. xii. 7, 8, 9, 10. 
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Thus the Appointment of Paul, and Barnabas, 
p do a particular Service, is aſcribed to the Spirit, 
* As xiii. 2, 3. And ſo is the Conſtitution of Bi- 
* ſhops, or Elders in the Church at Epheſus, As, 


xx. 28. And I find that Clemens Romanus ſays the 
2 Apoſtles choſe Biſhops and Deacons with the full 
4 * Afſurance of the Holy Ghoſt, having a perfect Know- 

ledge of them, and making trial of them by the Spi- 
t rit. And Dr. #hijby in his Note upon 1 7m. i. 18. 
q cites ſeveral of the 3 all of them teſtify ing 
14 the ſame thing. And as to Timothy in particular, 
, as our Text hints very ſtrongly that it was ſo in 
) his Caſe, ſo in the Place but now referred to, it 
f is abundantly evident, 1 Tim. i. 18. This Charge 
e I commit unto thee, my Son Timothy, according 
— to the Prophecies which went before of thee, that 
0 thou by them migbieſt war @ good warfare, How 
y long this diſcerning of the Spirits was continued in 
3 the Church, I do not determine; or whether in the 
3 


| ſetting apart every Miniſter it was afforded, is not 
d to me very evident: for if it was, ſurely there ne- 


And 


ö ver had been any improper Perſons put into the 
* Muiniſtry during that Diſpenſation, nor would there 
We have been occaſion for that Caution, Lay hands ſud- 
| 4 denly upon no Man, 1 Tim. v. 22. However, in 
d the Ordination of Timothy, they had ſuch divine In- 
0 timation; and this is the ching that is implied in 
t his miniſterial Inveſtitures being given him by 
8, Prophecy: for whether the diſcerning of Spirits 
4 does include this or no, yet ſurely Prophecy muſt 
O- import the Foreſight, and, it may be, previous De- 
* * claration of his fitneſs for this Office. No ſuch In- 
1d | timations are now given concerning the Qualifica- 
8 tions of any for their Work; and therefore what 
er was known of Timothy in an extraordinary way, we 
h, are to endeavour to get as good knowledge of as 
K. we can in an ordinary way; I mean, the fitneſs of 
s x Perſons for their Office, who deſire Ordination. 


[3] 


And though there is, without doubt, very conſide- 
rable difference in the Qualifications of Perſons for 
the Miniſtry ; yet I perſuade my ſelf, that you, my 
Brethren, in the Miniſtry, do always get as good 
Information as you can, of the Furniture of thoſe 
you ſetapart for this Work, both as Chriſtians and 
as Miniſters 3 and do not ordain any, concerning 
whom you have not ground to believe they are good 
Men, and are like to make good Miniſters, And 
though we cannot propheſy that it will certainly 
be ſo in every inſtance of our ordaining Miniſters, 
yet after the beſt Information, we may ſurely in Faith 
commend ſuch to God, and recommend them to 
thoſe Churches that ſhall ſee good to chuſe them 
to be their Paſtors, 


IIT. Let us proceed to enquire what hand the Preſ- 
bytery have in the Ordination of Miniſters, And 
here there will be three things that require diſtinct 
Conſideration, viz. that Miniſters are the proper 
Ordainers of other Miniſters ; that the Miniſters to 
be employed in this Work are Preſbyters, and that 
Ordination, by Impoſition of Hands, is moſt agree- 
able to Scripture-Precept and Example, 

1. Miniſters are the proper Ordainers of other 
Miniſters, Whatever may be pretended by ſome “, 
who claim this Right of e as belonging 


to the Laity, of their having a natural Right to 


appoint who ſhall officiate to them in holy things; 
I do not ſee that it is at all to the purpoſe, for I 
ſhall readily allow theſe two things. | 

(I.) That Chriſt F-ſus, as the great Head of his 


Church, does himſelf give commiſſion to all true 


and faithful Miniſters. It is He that makes Per- 


. ſons his Miniſters ; it is He that inclines their 
Hearts to the Work, that gives them Qualifica- 


tions for it, and who calls them out unto it, As the 
Hearts 


* Rights of the Chriſtian Church, p. 80. 
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Hearts of Kings, ſo the Hearts of all Men are in he 
hand of the Lord, and he can influence them accord- 
ing to his Pleaſure ; and he is no true Miniſter of 
Chriſt, whoſe Heart is not in his Work, who does 
not delight in his Employment, and prefer this to 
any other Calling whatſoever ; and that not from 
any unworthy Conſiderations, but from a thorough 
Liking and Approbation of it : And it 1s there- 
fore the firſt Queſtion which is put to thoſe who 
come to be ordained among our Brethren in the 
Eſtabliſhment, even only to the Office of a Dea- 


con, Whether they are perſuaded that they 


are 


internally moved by the Inſtinf? of the Holy Spirit 
to take upon them this Work and Office © to which 


they all anſwer in the Affirmative. 


So that it is 


evident, that thoſe who advance the Authority of 
the Ordainers to the higheſt degree, do not 
queſtion whether there be this inclining of the 
Heart to the Work by a divine Impulſe ; and 
whomſoever he calls to the Work, he either finds, 
or makes qualified for it. 
good Character and Behaviour, of an holy, inof- 
fenſive, and ſober Life, are called of God to this 
Office; nor does He commiſſion any who are not 
apt to teach, 1 Tim. iii. 2. and of ſome Ability to 
convince Gainſayers, Tit. i. 9. And Soundneſs in the 
Faith is af no ſmall moment, as a Qualification 
for a Goſpel-Miniſter, Tit. ii. 1. I mean Scripture 
Orthodoxy, even that found Dofrine, which the 
Apoſtle' in the whole of that Chapter gives us a 
ſummary of; and he can be no good Miniſter of 
Chriſt that teaches any otherwiſe, and who does not 


None but Perſons of a 


conſent to thoſe that are truly wholeſome Words, even the 


Words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the Doctrine 


Which is according to Godlineſs, 1 Tim. vi. 3. An 
as extraordinary Gifts are now ceaſed, and th 


Enemies of Religion are many of them Perſon 
and Abilities, it ſeems 


B 


of very great Learning 


neceſſar 


a 
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neceſſary Qualification of a good Miniſter, to be 
furniſhed with ſome good _— of human Learn- 
ing, and to be capable of reaſoning with con- 
ſiderable Accuracy, left inſtead of promoting, he 
ſhould rather do a diſſervice to the Cauſe he un- 
dertakes. Now none of theſe things do we pretend 
to confer; theſe we readily acknowledge are 
Gifts and Talents received from the great Head 
of the Church, even our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

(2.) We alſo allow the Right of Churches to 
chuſe their own Paſtors, If I would not apply 
to a Lawyer to aſſiſt me in preſerving my Eftate, 
of whoſe Honeſty and Abilities, I had not a ver 
good Opinion; or make uſe of a Phyſician, whole 
Skill and Fidelity, I did not judge unqueſtionable z 
much leſs would I fit under the Miniſtry of an 
ignorant, ſcandalous and inſufficient Man, who- 
ever ſhould be the Perſons that claimed an Au— 
thority to ſet ſuch an one over me. And I think 
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it is a People's natural and inalienable Right to chuſe 


ſuch as they apprehend preach moſt to their Edifi- 
cation, and ſo as beſt to anſwer the Ends of a Goſ- 
pel Miniſtry, And ſurely Miniſters have no right 
to refuſe Ordination to Perſons thus choſen, unleſs 
they can ſhow good Reaſons for ſuch refuſal. 
Theſe things being allowed, I think we may 
ſafely advance this Poſition, That Miniſters are 
actually to be inveſted with their Office from Chriſt 
Teſus, through the Hands of other Miniſters ; and 
that Miniſters have the Right of Ordination in 
themſelves, and it is not veſted in the Chriſtian 
People. And thus in Scripture, Ordination al- 
ways was performed by Miniſters. So it is ex- 
expreſsly told us, that Paul and Barnabas ordained 
Elders for every Church in Lyſira, Ironium, and An- 
tioch, Acts xiv. 23. The Author of the Rights of the 


Cbriſtian Church alledges, that the word y«gorwions)es 
here uſed, ſignifies the Apoſtles Ordination of 
them by the Conſent of the People expreſſed by 


lifting 
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lifting up their Hands. But ſuppoling this really 
was the Caſe, does that prove Ordination to be 
a Right of the People's, or rather the contrary, 
viz. that tho? they had a Right to chuſe their own 
* Miniſters, the Right of Ordination was not in 
wt them? And it is evident, that in the caſe of Dea- 
cons only, tho* the People by apoſtolica! Direc- 
tion looked out ſeven Men from among them, with 
proper Qualifications for their Office, yet were 
they not inveſted with their Office till they had, 
been /et 3 the Apoſtles, and appointed by them 
to the Work, and actually ordained by them, Acts 
vi. 3, 6. And for this reaſon, Timothy has direc- 
tions given him how he ſhould behave in the Af- 
fair of Ordination. Thus he is commanded 70 
commit to faithful Men, who are able to teach 
others, what he had received himſelf from ihe A.- 
poſtle before many Witneſſes, 2 Tim. ii. 2, And he 
is bid to lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man, 1 Tim. 
v. 22, And ſo Titus was left in Crete for this 
very purpoſe, that he might ſet in order the things 
that were wanting, and particularly that he might 
ordain Elders in every City, Tit. i. 5. And to add 
no more, the words of the Text do allo prove 
the ſame thing; for the Gift here mentioned, as 
given by Prophecy, with the laying on of the Hands 
of the Presbytery, is, as we have ſhown, the miniſte- 
rial Office. And it is a very juſt Obſervation, - 
which Mr, Peirce has made in a Sermon of his 
upon a like Occaſion, that, if the Power of Or- 
dination had been in the Churches, if the People 
had been the Conveyers of the miniſterial Office; 
it 18 ſtrange that in all the Epiſtles to the Churches, 
there ſhould be no rules given concerning the Mini- 
ſterial Inveſtiture; but this is only mention'd in the 
Epiſtles to Timothy, and Titus, both of them Mini- 
ſters, it being a matter that was to fall under their 
Cognizance. Peirce on Presbyt. Ordin. p. 62. 

B 2 2. The 
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2, The Miniſters to be employed in this Work . ; X? 


i. 6, wherein is an Exhortation of much the ſame 
Nature with this which we are conſidering : bur 
the Giſt which is in the Text, ſaid to be giver 


I" are Presbyters. And indeed if it did not belong 17 

1 to them, I know no other Church-Officers to tl 

? whom it ſhould belong; for there is not, as I can F 
x ſee, any ſhadow of Argument in Scripture to 0 
4: prove, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ever deſigned u 
| | to have any ſtanding Officers in his Church ſu- 8 A 
= periour to Presbyters. There is indeed one in- v 
= ſtance of a Perſon affecting the Pre-eminence, which tl 
= Scripture takes notice of, I mean Diotrepbes; but fe 
= his conduct is what St. Zobhn by no means ap- EE 
=. proved of, but mentions in a manner, which one f] 
= . would have thought might have deterred others 7 
=_ from treading in his ſteps, 3 John ix. 10. | 
= And tho' it may be proved, that Apoſtles and t. 
=_ Evangeliſts did ordain Elders, yet it was not as ( 
= Apoſtles, and Evangeliſts, that they did ſo, but in t 
= another Character, viz, as Elders themſelves, If d 
3 any ſuch extraordinary Officers were ſtill in be- n 
= ing, doubtleſs nothing of great Importance in the t 
=_ Church would ever be done without their Preſence t 
and Concurrence, if it might be had, and the 
=. chief and moſt honourable Part of the Work 0 
| | would without doubt be devolved upon them; but t 
= even ſuch would not aſſume the ſole Right of C 
=_ Ordination to themſelves, but joined with the C 
1 Presbytery, or a ſufficient number of Elders here- · 
| | in, as is plain by comparing our Text with 2 Tim. 0 
1 C 
= 2 


with the laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery, = 

f is there ſaid to be in him by the putting on of the = 

L Apoſtle Paul's Hands. | = c 

There 1s ſcarce any thing in all Scripture ca- 

| | pable of more full Demonſtration than that the = 
words Presbyter and Biſhop are uſed promiſcuouſly 1 


for one and ſame Order of Miniſters. Thus AA ] t 
uh *X 
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xx. 17. comp. 28. Paul called for the Elders . 
> mpeopuligs; of the Church of Epheſus, and charged L 
them to take heed to the Flock over which the 
Z Holy Ghoſt had made them 45x75 Biſhops : 
dur Tranſlators render it Overſeers, but it is the ve- 
ry ſame word which they elſewhere tranſlate Biſhops. 


them to feed the Flock of God, dnn e per- 
forming the Office of Biſhops therein; for ſo 


Jan Biſhops, there are not the leaſt footſteps of +, . 2 .. & 
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And ſo the Apoſtle Peter, ſtiling himſelf an Elder, 
writes to the Presbyters of the Church, charging 


every body that knows the original, knows it 
ſhould be rendred, 1 Pet.v. 1, 2. As to Diocæ— woe 


them in the New Teſtament; but, on the con- 1. 4 
trary, in the Church of Epheſus, and in the } «4, » 
Church at Philippi, the Scriptures take expreſs no- 
tice of ſeveral Biſhops, And indeed the very 
Name 'tTioze7& would lead any man to think, that 
nothing more 1s expected from ſuch an Officer, 
than that he ſhould 4#ozorev, take the Overſight of 
the Church committed to him. 
But, what, is there no Intimation in Scripture 
of ſome ſuperiour ſtanding Officers in the Church 
to Presbyters? Are not the Angels of the ſeven 


J 


common Elders? And were not Timothy, and Ti- 
tus, Dioceſan Biſhops? And is not the Right of 
Ordination veſted in Timothy and Titus by virtue 
of their Epiſcopal Character, the one being Biſhop | 
of Epheſus, and the other of Crete? 

It is thought by ſome, that this is an Objection 
of mighty force; bur I declare I do not appre- 
hend the great Strength of any thing that is here 
objected. | c 

As to what 1s faid concerning the Angels of the 
Churches; I think no ſober Man can imagine, 
that a ſolid Argument can be drawn from hence 
to prove Biſhops Superiority to Presbyters : The 

| on _.»+Apof 
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_ - Apoſtle John neither in his Goſpel, Epiſtles, nor E 
in the Revelations, uſes the word Biſhop ſo much In 
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as once, tho? he uſes the word Presbyter or Elder ad th 
1 diverſe times, apply ing it to himſelf more than : 11 
= once; and there is more ground, if we muſt fan- W 


cy theſe Angels to be ſingle Perſons, to think 6 | Or 
that they were Presbyters than Biſhops, becauſe he th 


4 ſpeaks of no ſuch Perſons“. But it is far the {th 
if ; moſt probable Opinion, that it is the Miniſtry in a C 
K collective View, that are addreſſed under the Name th 
1 of Angels. And ſo our Biſhops of the Church of 4 
1 England, in the Contents of the Bible at its firſt 
5 Edition after this neweſt Tranſlation, by Order of 5 
4 King James the Firſt, expound the Angels of the 1 
0 ſeven Churches to be the Miniſters of them: the 
þ Contents of the ſecond Chapter of Revelations run- * © 
? ning thus; What is commanded to be written to the S 
| Angels, that is, the Miniſters of the Churches of 7 
Epheſus, Smyrna, &c. As to the Angels in this 
| place, it is plain they are not Angels by Nature, 17 
it but by Office; and ſo according tothe original mean- | 5 
i ing of the Word, all faithful Miniſters are Angel, © 
i i. e. Meſſengers of the Lord, Mal. ii. 7. And we are Bs 
\ Embaſſadors for Chriſt, But is there the leaſt Inti- | F 
il mation of theſe Angels having ſuperiority over =; 
ſ other Miniſters ? What arguing is here? The Spi- 
| rit writes to the Angel of the Church of Epheſus, te 
= - therefore this Angel was a Biſhop. And it is the 3. 
4 Opinion of the ingenious Dr. More, the learned 


Mr. Mede, and of the great Cocceius, and many 


* others, that theſe Epiſtles are prophetical of the | 9 
I State of the Church of Chriſt to the end of time; F 
[1 which they gather as from the Matter of the L 5, 
; Epiſtles t 


* The Apoſtle Paul does ſeem to compare Angels to ordina- ? ſe 

1 ry Miniſlers; for, ſpeaking concerning Angels, he tells us, C. 

| they are all miniftring Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter to them, wha | W 
Hall be Heirs of Salvation, Heb. i. 14. And is this reſem- = 

ing the Angels to Biſhops, or ta common Presbyters ? 
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* Epiſtles themſelves, and many other things, ſo 
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rl particularly, becauſe our Lord bids Joby write 
the things which he had ſeen, which then were, 
1 and which were to come to paſs in after- times; 
4 * which they think plainly implies, that he did not 


k only write of things that were then in being, but of 
things paſt, and things future; and they ſuppoſe 


4 | the Epbeſian State was juſt over, and that the 
4 Church was juſt entred upon the ſecond State, viz. 
_ that of Smyrna, when St. John wrote the Revela- 
of tions; Which ſecond State they ſuppoſe denotes 
Ny thoſe bloody Perſecutions which the Church was 
N under. 1 dare not pretend to determine in ſo dif- 
hs * ficult a caſe: But take it in what light you will, 
"a the Argument for Biſhops Superiority to Presby- 
. ters, and their ſole Right of Ordination, is alto- 
h gether weak and inconcluſive, 

/ But Timothy and Titus ſeem to have had the 
4 Power of Ordination veſted in them at Epbeſus 
* and Crete, tho? it is plain there were many Presby- 
a ters at Epheſus; and therefore ſurely, ſay our Bre- 


tren, Presbyters may not ordain : and Timothy is 
expleſsly called the nt Biſhop of the Epheſians, 

re i ; 
in the Poſtſcript of the ſecond Epiſtle to him: 
And Titus is allo called the firſ# Biſhop of the 
pi Cburch of the Cretians, in the Poſtſcript of the Epiſtle 
to him. 2 


5 I anſwer, if by Biſbop you do not mean a Preſ- 
= - byter, I ſee no reaſon to think Timothy or Titus 
were either of them Biſhops at all. Had Timothy 
4 or Titus been either of them Biſhops, can any 
h i think they would neither of them have been called 
ef 4 : ſo by the Apoſtle? And would not he, who thought 


lee ol it ſo needfn] to exhort the Presbyters to take heed 

* ** to the Flock, and to perform their Office of Over- 
* ſeers as they were in Duty bound, have much more 
called upon them to perform the Office of Biſhops 
= well? as St. Peter calls upon the Presbyters to do, 
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1 Pet. v. 1, 2. It does not appear, that either 
Timothy or Titus were fixed Paſtors in any place, 
but there is abundant reaſon to judge the con- 


tra 

As to 27 imothy, the learned Dr. J/hitby * obſerves, 
that it is uncertain whether he was at Epheſus at 
the writing either of the Epiſtles to him, as he 

roves he was not when the ſecond was written ; 
and he ſays, that Timotby having done the Work 
for which he was to ſtay ſome time at Ep n 
might go on to other places, doing the Work of 
an Evangeliſ, and ſettling ordinary Church Go- 
vernours: And he ſays, there was little need that 
he ſhould ſtay long at Epbeſus, to do the great 
Work preſcribed in this Epiſtle touching Bi/>ops 
and Deacons, they being ſettled among chem be- 
fore St. Paul left Epheſus. | 

Now ſince this is evidently Matter of Fact, 
what reaſon is there to think he was a fixed 
Biſhop of the Church of Epheſus, or any other 
particular Church whatſoever? Inſtead of finding 
him fixed in any one Church, we find him con- 
tinually attending the Apoſtle Paul in his Travels 
| or if he ſometimes left him behind at any place, 
F charging him to make haſte to come to him, 
1 Vid. Ads xvi, 1,.— 12. xvil. 14.— 16. 2 Tim. 
it iv. 9. At other times we find Paul lending him 
| to diverſe Churches with ſpecial Meſſages ; thus 
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| he ſent him to Corinth, 1 Cor, iv. 17. to Theſſa- 
1 lonica, 1 Theſ. iii. 2. And to the Philippians, as 
| is generally thought; for St. Paul does as good 
it as promiſe to do ſo, Phil. ii. 19. I might refer 
1 ; ſ you to many other Scriptures which prove Timo- 4 
"it thy was an Itinerant, and therefore not a fixed 3 
| Biſhop, much leſs Biſhop of Epheſus. 7 


| And as to Titus, much the fame may be ſaid of 
| him; for we find him ſometimes at Corinth, 


2 Cor. 
* Vid, Preface to this Epillle. | 
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2 Cor. viii. 16, 1p. Macedonia, 2 Cor. vii. 5, 6. 
Jeruſalem, Gal. ii. 1-3. Dalmatia, 2 Tim. iv, 10. 
And in ſhort, as if the Apoſtle would purpoſely 
inform us that Titus was no fixed, Biſhop, he tells 
us, if any enquire of Titus he was his Partner and 
Fellou- belper concerning the Church, 2 Cor. viii. 23. 
And it is evident, that he left him at Crete only 
for a Seaſon ; for he charges him to come to him 
to Nicopolis, where he deſign'd to winter : ſo that 
his ſtay at Crete was only to be about half a 
Year, Tit. iii. 12, 

And as to the Poſtſcripts to the Epiſtles, they 
are no part of Canonical Scripture : And the Ob- 
ſervation of Beza upon them, that they were added 
by ſome unlearned, or very inattentive Perſon, is 
very juſt, and what every one may ſee the force of; 
for Tit. i, 12. the Apoſtle bids Titus to come to 
him to Nicopolis, for zu THERE, not «ds 
H E R E, I intend to winter; as it would have been, 
if he had written his Epiſtle from Nicopolis as the 
Poſtſcript ſays. Mr. Perkins, in his Commentary on 
Gal. vi. proves at large, that all the Poſtſcripts 
were added, by ſome private Perſons long ſince 
the penning of Scripture. And one of the moſt 
antient Copies of the Greek Bible now extant has 
no other Poſtſcripts to theſe Epiſtles than thus: 
The ſecond Epiſile to Timothy was written from 
Laodicæa. And the Poſtſcript to Titus, is only, 


It was written to Titus from Nicopolis. And the 


learned William Prynne Eſq; to whom I own myſelf 
indebted for much Information in this Matter, tells 
us, that the firſt Author in whom he could find 
theſe additional Clauſes (ordained firſt Biſhop of 


the Epheſians) and (ordained the firſt Biſhop of 


the Cretians) is Occumenius, who flouriſh'd about 
1050 Years after the Birth of our Saviour. So 
that no Argument can be drawn from hence in fa- 
vour of the Superiority of Biſhops to Presbyters. f 

C L 
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It appears then upon the whole, that Timothy 0 
and Titus were not fixed, and therefore not Dio- : 
x 
5 


ceſan Biſhops ; but that they were extraordinary 
Officers in the Church; they were Evangeliſts, and 
very active Perſons in the propagating the Goſpel; 
and it was peculiarly proper to give them direc- 
tions concerning the Ordination of Miniſters, be- ; 
cauſe as Evangeliſts, and Itinerant Preachers, they 1 
would be likely to bear a conſiderable part in the | 
Ordination of Miniſters in all the places, whi- : 
bl ther they went; but we have no intimation that [ 
| they were to ordain any more Orders of Miniſters ? 
| any where belides Biſhops, i. e. Presbyters, and i 
Deacons : And let the ſtricteſt enquirer find out, any ! 
more than two ſorts of ſtanding Officers in the | 
Church, ſpoke of im Scripture, 


— Et erit mibi Magnus Apollo, N 


If Miniſters then are ſtill to be ordained, now ; 
extraordinary Officers are no more in the Church, : 
they muſt be ordained by ſuch as are in the Church, } 
I mean Presbyters, or Scripture Biſhops; and a 
number of ſuch did, as my Text tells us, aſſiſt at 
Timothy's Ordination. | 

As to what ſome pretend of a Succeſſion of Dio- 
cæſan Biſhops, from the Apoſtolic times, and even 
while the Apoſtles lived, it ſeems to be defec- 
tive as to any good evidence we have of it. There 
1 were doubtleſs in the Church then, as there are no 
= ſome, who were men of extraordinary Abilities, 
ſome much more famous than others; and theſe 
N (whoſe Names ſurvived after their deceaſe) were in 
1 the times of Degeneracy and Corruption, long 
4 after they were dead, advanced to I know not | 
| what Biſhopricks, which themſelves never dreamt 'of ß 
B "when alive ; and when it happened that there had ; 
3 been two, or more, ſuch famous Preachers in one 4 
| Church 
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Church at the ſame time, thoſe who afterwards 
dignified them with the Title of the Biſbops of 
thoſe Churches, knowing how fatal a Plurality of 
Biſhops in the ſame Church was to. their Scheme 
of Church- Power, made theſe good Men Biſhops 
ſucceeding one another, in what order they ſaw 
fit: But now unhappily for them, as Fruth is one 
uniform, conſiſtent thing, ſo Falſhood is often 
diſcover*d by its Inconſiſtency ; ſo here theſe Men 
could not ſettle the Order in which they fucceeded 
one another, and hence ariſes the difference be- 
tween. Church-Hiſtorians, about the Succeſſion of 
Linus, Cletus, and Amnacletus to the Biſbopric of 
Rome, and of Euadias, and Ignatius to the See of 
Antioch, ſome giving the Precedence to one, and 
others to another; whereas, if you ſuppoſe them 
to be all Presbyters of equal Authority, with one 
another, and it may be many more in their re- 
ſpective Churches, this ſolves all the difficulty a- 
bout the Order of their Succeſſion: for as it is cer- 
tain, they were cotemporary with one anpther, ſo 
is it moſt probable that they then kept cloſe te 
Scripture, and were common Presbyters exerciſing 
the ſame Offices at the ſame time in thoſe Churches 
with one another, no one aſſuming ſuperiority over - 
the reſt. 

3. Ordination by Impoſition of Hands is moſt a- 
greeable to Scripture-Precept, and Example. And 


there is but little need to offer much upon this 


head, becauſe few, if any, who acknowledge that 
Miniſters receive their Miniſterial Inveſtiture from 
other Miniſters, refuſe Impe/ition of Hands, But 


T ſhall juſt ſuggeſt to you what the Scripture pre- 
ſents us with on this head. Thus when Deacons - 
were ordained, they had Im poſition of Hands, As 


vi. 6. and that Impoſition of Hands was not for 


the conferring extraordinary Gifts, for theſe Men 
were full of the Holy Ghoſt before, ver. 3, 5. When 
Ko | C 
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Paul and Barnabas were ſeparated to the Work for | Bre 
which God had called them, they had the Hands of Har 


t 
Simeon Niger, Lucius, and Manaen, laid upon them, Bes 
Acts xiii. 1, 2, 3. Timothy was ordained by the "the 
| laying on of the Hands of the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Tim. ſe 
iy i. 6. and the Text tells us, that it was not only Der 
| St. Paul's Hands, but the Hands of the Presbytery «8 
that were laid on bim at that time. And Timothy Mi 
; is bid not to lay hands ſuddenly on any, 1 Tim. of 
2 v. 22, I ſhall add nothing more under this head, the 
t but the Words of the great Dr. John Owen, in his Ch 
| Exercitations on the Hebrews; who tells us, that as and 
"laying on of Hands was uſed in Scripture by way anc 
of authoritative Benediction, as Mark x. 16. (and Mi 
I may add, when there was the propheſying of a the 

Bleſſing, as Cen. xlviii. 14.) and when Diſeaſes © 
were miraculouſly healed, as Mark xvi. 18. As 1 


xxviii. 8, and in the conferring of extraordinary 
0 Gifts, Acts viii. 17. ſo in the ſetting apart Perſons 
0 to the Office of the Miniſtry; and He cites As 
j vi. 6. 1 Tim. iv. 14. 1 Tim. v. 22. to prove it; 

adding, that the Rite was derived from the Old 
Teſtament, Numb. viii. 10, where the Levites, in 
1 the day of their Conſecration, had Hands laid up- 
i on them; and concerning Impoſition of Hands 
10 on this occaſion, the Doctor ſays, it is of ſtanding 


+ Uſe in the Church, and that wherein Church-Oxder 
1 3s much concerned. 
it Thus have I endeavoured to prove, that we 


are not now uſurping an Office that does not be- 

long to us, and have delivered the Truth as it ap- 
: pears to me, and I hope, in a manner, that can- 
| not give any juſt ground of Offence ; and tho? 
9 Controverſy be a thing, which I have always 
0 thought the leſs of it is brought into the Pulpit, 
i the better, yet upon ſuch an Occaſion it 1s. need- 
| ful to offer ſomething in our own Vindication : 
| And though we do not altogether think as our 
x 3 Brethren 
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| Brethren in the Eſtabliſhment, or as our Congre- 
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#ational Diſſenting Brethren all of them do; yet, 
Hefte be God, theſe are not matters that affect 

e Foundation, and I ſhall ever rejoice in the 

ſefulneſs of good Miniſters of Chriſt of every 
N nor would I myſelf, and I per- 
uade myſelf, neither do you my Brethren in the 
Miniſtry, confine your Supplications to any Party 
of Miniſters, or Chriſtians, but earneſtly deſire 
the Advancement of the Kingdom, and Intereſt of 
Chriſt, by the Converſion, and Salvation of Souls ; 
and that all who faithfully labour in the Word, 
and Doctrine, may have many Seals to their 
Miniſtry, many to be their Crown in the Day of 
the Lord, 


IV. I am to ſuggeſt ſomething concerning the 
neglecting the Gift that was in him, which the 
Apoſtle cautions Timothy againſt, And we then 
neglect the Gift that is in us, when we indulge to 
Sloth, and Idleneſs; when inſtead of giving our- 
Jelves to Reading, Meditation, and Prayer, we pre- 
pare our Sermons only as Taſks, and do not take 
_ to furniſh ourſelves with uſeful Knowledge, 
-but put our People off with crude indigeſted Stuff, 
anſtead of well-compoſed Diſcourſes ; or when, in- 
ſtead of ſtudying the pure Word of God, and 
thoſe things that would be like to make our 
Hearers better Chriſtians, we, on the one hand, 
harangue them with Philoſophical Diſputations, 
or ' Diſcourſes, that have nothing Evangelical in 
them, ſtudiouſly leaving out the Peculiarities of 
the Goſpel : Or, on the other hand, when we are 
almoſt always treating upon Speculations, which 
awe fancy we ſee ſome Foundation for in the 
Goſpel, but are to be ſure of leſs importance; and 
pet we, out of a Fondneſs of ſuch things, ſeldom 
make the great Points of Practical Godlineſs the 
* | Subjects 


x zl 


Subjects of our Sermons, Here how might I en- 
large, ſpeaking to myſelf, and you- my Brethren, 
and how much more needful is it for all of us to be 
. ſtirred up to beware of Negligence in our Work, 
1 than it was for Timothy? But I remember this 
Work is in better hands, and we ſhall preſently 
hear in a more judicious manner than I could pre-. 
tend to repreſent, how we ought all of us to be. 


have, that we may approve ourſelves faithful in 
this Work. 


I cloſe therefore with a few Reflections. 

8. If we think, that in Matters of Church-Or- 
der, and the Rituals of Religion, we ought to keep 
Cloſe to the Word of God, how much more ſhould 
we do ſo in the plain Duties of Religion? My Bre- 
'thren, with what face can we pretend to diſſent 
from the Eſtabliſhment, alledging as a Reaſon 
that we think there is elſewhere a nearer Conformi- 

y to the Goſpel, in things which we profeſs are on- 
ly of leſs Importance; and yet dare to live in any 
[courſe of Sin whatever? Let Piety, and Holineſs 
of Heart, and Life, be that, which, in a pecu- 
liar manner, we deſire to diftinguiſh ourſelves by; 
4 let our Faith work by Love, and let our Integri- 
13 ty, and Goodneſs in all the Branches of it, ſhow 
=. that we are concerned to keep Conſciences void of 
=. Offence towards God, and towards all Men. 1 

2. Tho' in all we do in Religion, we ought to 
be fully perſuaded in our own minds; let us not 
be uncharitable, and cenſorious towards our Fellow- 
Chriſtians, from whom we ſee cauſe to diſſent. How 
much better would it have been with the Church 
of Chriſt, if the Spirit of the Goſpel had prevailed 
more among the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ? Ir 1s 
0 fad to think how many that call themſelves by 
ji the name of the meek, and lowly Jeſus, whoſe Pa- 
f tience under the greateſt Indignities, is a divine 

Pattern 
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Pattern for our Imitation; yet are ſo far fram 
— in his ſteps, that they are ſor calling far 
Hire from Heaven io conſume thoſe who cannot ex- 
gactly aſſent to all they require of them to believe. 
But if angry Men will anathematize you, my Bre- 
hren; if they will pronounce your Opinions (I will 
not call them Errors) damnable, do not you imi- 
tate them, Vu have not ſo learned Feſus ; when 
others revile, and cur/e, do you bleſs, and do good to 

them that deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute you, and 
you ſhall be the Children of your Father who is in 
+ Heaven, And if, at any time, you find your angry 
«Paſſions boil merely upon the account of different 
Sentiments, remember your differing Brother has 
exactly as much to bear with you in, for that reaſon, 
as you have to bear with him in: And if the 
Matter be not a Fundamental in Religion, think, 
how firmly ſoever I may believe Jam in the right, 
the thing is poſſible that it may be I, and not 
He, that is in the miſtake ; and eſpecially may this 
+ be ſo, where the difference is about trifling things. a 
3. Let Chriſtians bleſs God for a Goſpel- Mini- 
ſtry, and pray for the Continuance of it. You 
- ought to look upon it, as I before obſerved, to 
be a valuable Gift from God; prize it then as a 
+ Bleſſing, own it as wonderful Goodneſs, that God 
has not yet removed his Candleſtick out of its place, 
but we ſtil] are favour*d with the Light of the glori- 

; ous Goſpel. Our Eyes ſtill ſee our Teachers, there is 
ſtill an open Viſion, our Miniſters are not forced 
to abſcond into Corners, but we have the Goſpel 

Preached in the greateſt Purity; let us bleſs God 
for ſo great a Benefit, and let us humbly beſeech 
him not to deprive us of ſo great and invaluable a 
Privilege. | 
” 4. How careful ſhould Miniſters be, not to do 
any thing that ſhould bring their Office into Con- 

+ tempt? A ſcandalous Miniſter is a Reproach to 

" "mo 
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our holy Religion; He gives the Redeemer 
wounds in the Houſe of his Friends. If all Chriſtians 
are to walk circumſpettly, not as fools, but as wiſe, re- 
deeming the Time; how fit in a peculiar manner is 
it that Miniſters ſhould do ſo, avoiding all cor- 
rupt Communication, all. fooliſh talking, and 
Jeſtings which are not convenient; and endeavour to 
roll away a too common, but I hope oſten unjuſt 
Reproach, that our Hearers ſhould do as we fay; 
not as we do? 

5. Let Miniſters and People have their Eye 
continually towards the great Shepherd of the 
Sheep: Let us remember he laid down his Life for 
the Sheep, and has purchaſed them with his own 
Blood. He is your great Lord, and Head; we 
are acting for him, and would be glad to feed bis 
Sheep, and Lambs: But both we and you ſhould 
bear it on our Minds, that He who purchaſed all the 
Bleſſings of the New Covenant for you, can alone 
effectually apply them to you, by the powerful In- 
fluences of his Spirit, and Grace: and though we 
ſhould be ever ſo painful, and laborious in our 
Work, unleſs he Arm of the Lord be revealed, 
none will believe our Report. Let us then ſtrive to- 
gether in our Prayers to Him for each other, and ſo 
we may hope that our preaching, and your hear- 
ing, ſhall neither of them be in vain : And may 
the God of Peace, who brought again from the Dead 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
through the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant make 
you perfect in every good Work io do his Will, work- 
ing in you that which is well leaſing in his ſight 
thro Feſus Chriſt, to whom be Glory, and everlaſting 
Praiſes ! Amen. 
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Confeſſion of Farrn, c. 
HEN I take a Survey of this viſible 
Creation, and ſeriouſly reflect on the 


ſeveral Objects which therein do conti- 


nually offer themſelves to our View, I cannot ſup- 
poſe this World, and the Things therein contain- 
ed, to be independent ; fince nothing can cauſe it 


ſelf to exiſt, I muſt therefore conclude, that there 


is one ſupreme Being, who is independent, and up- 
on whom all Things do depend for their Exiſtence: 
And this great Being is GOD. 

believe, That this God is infinite in every Per- 
fection, and that his eternal Glory and Excellency 
are ſuch, as cannot, by any means, be increaſed or 


diminiſhed. He cannot poſſibly be ſubject to any 


Changes, being the ſame from everlaſting to ever- 
laſting a, without any Variableneſs, or even Shadow 
of turning b. His Preſence cannot be excluded from 


any Place, neither can any thing, paſt, preſent, 


pr future, be concealed from him, bur all things 
are perfectly known by him; he is unſearchable 
in his Wiſdom, and of almighty Power; and his 
ſtrict Juſtice, his unſpotted Purity and Holineſs, 
and his boundleſs Goodneſs, are ſuch as _ 
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be expreſs*d by Words, nor fully conceived of in 


our very Thoughts. 

As I believe there is a GOD, and one poſſeſs 
of ſuch Perfections, ſo I believe there can be but 
one ſuch. For though the Manner of his Exiſtence 
is far above our Conceptions, yet it is what belongs 
ſolely to him; ſince there can be but one poſſeſs d, 
in ſuch a degree, of ſuch divine Perfections. I 
therefore conclude, that there is but One only, the 
living and true God, 

I" believe, That this GOD did at firſt give 

Being to the whole Creation; and that, when he 
created them, there was not any Defect in them, 
but they were all very good ©. 
I believe, That this GOD, by his all-wife 
Providence, does govern the whole Creation. He, 
as Lord of theſe Worlds, fers bounds to his Crea- 
tures, beyond which he will not ſuffer them to 
paſs: And as he is the Governor of all, fo he 
over-rules all things in ſuch a way, as may an{wer 
his own Defigns, and advance his own Glory, 


I believe, That GOD created two Ranks of | 


Beings, Angels and Men, whom he endowed with 
Powers and Faculties ſuperior to the reft of his 
Creatures; That they were both of them at firſt 
holy and happy, though not without a Poſſibility 
of falling from that State. | 

I believe, That Angels having been for ſome 
time in a State of Probation, thoſe of them who 
kept their Integrity and Holineſs, were, by their 
Creator, confirmed therein; and that thoſe who 
kept not their firſt State, but apoſtatized, are, upon 
the account of their Diſobedience and Rebellion, 
reſerved in everlaſting Chains, under Darkneſs, un- 
to the Judgment of the Great Day *. 


be- 
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T believe, That Man was at firſt created after 
the Image of God himſelf; and that when God 
breathed into him tbe Breath of Life, be became 
thereby a living Soul*;, which Spirit of his, being 
of an immaterial and immortal nature, has no 
Tendency to Corruption. 

I believe, That when GOD created Man, he 
put him into a State of Probation, .to make trial 
of his Obedience; to this end, he forbad him to eat 
of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil *, threa- 
tening the greateſt Evils, in caſe of Tranſgreſſion: 
But though he was created in a State of Purity and 
Integrity, and had Power ſufficient to have conti- 
nued in it, yet, being left to act according to his 
own Will, he gave way to the Temptations of the 
wicked one, and ſo ſinned againſt GOD. 

I believe, That Adam was appointed as the Head 
of all his Poſterity; and therefore, as he ſinned 
and fell from his firſt State, ſo all that deſcended 
from him, by ordinary Generation, ſinned in him, 


and fell with him. Thus, by one Man's Diſobedi- 


ence, many were made Sihners*, And we cannot 
but ſee the Effects of this firſt Sin, in that Prone- 
neſs that appears in all Mankind, to walk in ſinful 
Ways, and the Delight which they naturally take 
therein. The Will and Affections are ſtrongly bi- 
aſs'd to things of a ſenſible nature; all the Powers 
and Faculties of the Soul ſeem to be diſordered, 
and put out of their proper Courſe ; and Man has, 
in a great Degree, loſt not only his Likeneſs to his 
Creator, in which he was art firſt formed, bur his 
Ability alſo to yield Obedience to him, and to dif- 


Charge thoſe Duties which he requires of him, 


And, as this is the Caſe, I believe, That it is 
not poſſible that Man ſhould obtain Happineſs, 
by means of that Covenant which God made | 

| D 2 with 
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With Adam, in his State of Innocency, or by Obe- 

dience to that Law which God then gave him; and 
therefore, if God had any gracious Deſigns towards 
him, of bringing him to everlaſting Happineſs, it 
was neceſſary that ſome Information fhould be gi- 
ven him, by what means it might be obtained; for 
this could never be known but by a divine Revela- 
tion. 

I believe, That the holy Scriptures are a Revela- 
tion of the Mind and Will of God; and that all 
things which are contained in the Books of the Old 

| and New Teſtament, are of divine Original: And 
| am fully convinced, that they ought to be regarded 
by us, as a perfect and ſufficient Rule of Faith and 
Practice; and therefore, think it very unbecoming, 
and an Inſtance of great Preſumption, for any to 


= put thoſe things, which are only of human Autho- 
= rity, upon a Level therewith. 


— — — -- 
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Scripture ; ſo, upon the Authority thereof, I do 
alſo believe, That there are Three that bear Record 
in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghoſt ® ; and that, though theſe are diſtinguiſhed by 
ſome perſonal Properties, yet they are equal in all 
divine Perfections; and are the one, true, eternal 
God. 

I believe, That as God did, from Eternity, 
foreſee that Man would fin againſt him, and there- 
by expoſe his whole Race to eternal Miſery ; he did 
even then provide a Means for his Salvation. To 
this end did the Son of God, the ſecond Perſon in 
the ever-blefled Trinity, engage to take upon him 

our Nature, and ſo to accompliſh this great Work. 

And as God had, from Eternity, theſe gracious 
Deſigns concerning his Creatures, ſo I believe, 


That, as ſoon as Man had, by Sin, expoſed him- 
felf 


* 


* 1 John v. 2. 


And, as I believe thus concerning the Holy 
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ſelf ro everlaſting Miſery, God did give him ſome 
Intimation of his deſigned Goodneſs, promiſing, © 
that one ſhould be raiſed up, who ſhould counter- | 
act all the Devices of Man's greateſt Enemy, and 
1 ſhould bring about the expected Deliverance, And 
adlã⁊s God had made ſuch a Promiſe, which was not 
immediately fulfilled, ſo he did frequently give 
forth Predictions concerning this Meſſiah or Savi- 
our who ſhould come; thereby giving his People | 
new Encouragement, to wait in the Exerciſe of ß 
Fat, for the Accompliſhment of this great Pro- 
miſe, | 

I believe, That, when the Fulneſs of Time was 
come, God did ſend forth his Son, made of a No- 
man, made under the Law *: He who was, from 
Eternity, the Son of God, the Brigbineſi cf bis 
Father*s Glory, and the expreſs Image of bis Perſon *, 
condeſcended to appear in the Form of a Servant ; 
y he humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto Death, 
o even the Death of the Cros“; and, by what he did 
d Bs and ſuffered, did make full Satisfaction to the Ju- 
ly 
y 
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ſtice of God, that we, who were Sinners, might 
be delivered from going down to the Pit, by means 


ll F h of the Ranſom he had found for us. He was thus 
al BY delivered for our Offences, and raijed again for our 
Juſtiſication u. 
7 | [ believe, That our great Mediator and Re- 
e- deemer has, by his active and paſſive Obedience, 
d procured all neceſſary good things for Sinners; and, 
o |: that theſe ſhall be beſtowed upon all that will re- 
n! ceive him as a Saviour: And, tho' the Law requi- 
m red perfect ſinleſs Obedience, as a Term of Lite, 
k. yet, according to the Tenor of the Goſpel-Cove- 
vs nant, every believing Penitent, being fincerely and 
e, heartily devoted to the Service of God, and ſuch 
a- only, have an Intereſt in his Righteouſneſs: Which 


If ; Righte- 


1 Galat. iv. 4. Heb. i. 3. 1 Phil. ii. 8. * Rom. iv. 25. 
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g Righteouſneſs of his, is the alone meritorious Cauſe 


| of our obtaining the Bleſſings of this Covenant; 
though our Faith, Repentance, and ſincere Obe- 
| dience, are Qualifications indiſpenſibly neceſſary to 


our Intereſt in them. 
I believe, That there is a certain Number of 
Men, who ſhall aſſuredly be made Partakers of 
the great Salvation which Chriſt has purchaſed 
becauſe the Scripture ſpeaks of ſome, whom God 
had choſen in Chriſt, before the Foundation of the 
World, that they ſhould be holy, and without Blame, 
before him, in Love", But though God has thus 
. diſplayed his Grace, in favour of ſome of his Crea- 
tures, more than others, in ſecuring their eternal 
Salvation; yet, ſince he has, in his Word, declared 
his great Willingneſs to accept of all who will em- 
brace his Propoſals of Grace and Mercy, and has 
given ſuch Invitations to Sinners in general, ma- 
king Offers of Grace and Salvation, to all who ſic 
under the Sound of the Goſpel, I believe, that there 
is no Decree of his, whereby he has made the Mi- 
| fery, much leſs the Sin of any, inevitable. | 
I believe, That, by reaſon of the Fall of our 
firſt Parents, all the Powers of our Souls are great- 
ly vitiated and depraved ; fo that there is an abſo- 
lute Neceſſity of the Spirit of God, to quicken us, 
and to work effectually upon us: And that, with- 
out this, Sinners would never come unto Chriſt, as 
a Saviour. And, by reaſon of the Corruption of 
our Nature becoming habitual, it is become im- 
pofſible for us to per form any thing that might be 
acceptable unto God, without the Aſſiſtance of 
his Grace: And therefore, except a Man be born a- 
gain, be cannot ſee the Kingdom of G40. 
I] believe, That all thoſe who are thus renewed 
in the Spirit of their Minds, and are willing to ſub- 
mit 


* Epheſ. i. 3 9 John: iii. 3. 
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31 
freely by the Grace of God, through the Redemption 
which is in Chriſt 7eſus? ! For whole ſakes, Belie- 


vers are accepted as righteous in the fight of God: 


but though we are juſtified by Faith, and not by 
the merit of our own Works, yet I believe that good 
Works and Holineſs are ablolutely neceſſary in or- 
der to Salvation, | 

I believe, That there are and will be Remainders 
of Sin and Corruption, even in the beſt of Men, 
while in this World; ſo that we all need continual 
Supplies of Grace, to help us to mortify our Cor- 
ruptions, and to enable us to overcome them. Theſe 
Supplies all ſincere Chriſtians may hope for and ex- 
pect; and that they ſhall hereby be enabled to per- 
ſevere in the way of Holineſs : yet there is no ground 
for any to expect this, but thoſe who continue in 
the uſe of thoſe means which God has appointed. 

I believe, That God's appointed Means of Grace, 
in the uſe of which we may hope for theſe Mercies, 
are devout and fervent Prayer to him, a diligent 
Attendance upon his Word, and that we duly en- 
gage in thoſe other Ordinances which he has ap- 
pointed; particularly the Sacraments, which he 
hath inſtituted as Seals of the New Covenant. 

I believe, That the Sacraments of the New Te- 


ſtament are Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper; the 


former of which is, that whereby we are initiated 
into the Church of Chriſt; and is to be admini- 
ſtred to ſuch adult Perſons, as from being Strangers 
to the Chriſtian Religion, are brought to make a, 
Profeſſion of it: and as the Infants of thoſe who al- 
ready believe are to be looked upon as Members of 
the Chriſtian Church, they have alſo a Righr to this 
Ordinance, The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
is what we are alſo required frequently to attend 


upon, 


Rom. ü. 24. 


mit unto Chriſt, as their Saviour, ſhall Be ait | 
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j upon, in commemoration of the Death of Chriſt, 
3 which is by our eating Bread and drinking Wine, 
plainly ſhewn forth therein; and, as ſincere Chri- 
ſtians, do hereby give up themſelves to God to 
; be his Servants, they may alſo put in a claim to al] 
the Bleſſings of the New Covenant. 

| I believe, That the Means of Grace are to be diſ- 
penſed by ſuch Perſons, and ſuch only, as are duly 
qualified for, and called to this Service, according 
to the direction of God's Word; and that no o- 
thers ſhould preſume to engage in ſuch Work. 
And it ought to be looked upon by us as a great 
Mercy, that our Lord has taken care to eſtabliſh 
a Goſpel- Miniſtry in his Church; and that he does 
incline the Hearts of ſome Perſons, to lay aſide all 
ſecular Buſineſs, and to give up themſelves to that 
Work, which ſo immediately tends to his Honour, 
and to the Good of Souls. 5 
I believe, That it 7s appointed for all Men once | 
to die, and after that the Fudgment*; that there is | 
no Man that liveth who ſhall not ſee Death": And 
that, at Death, tho* the Bodies of Men do return 
to their Duſt, their Souls ſhall exiſt in a ſeparate 
ſtate of Happineſs or Miſery, till the ſecond Ap- 
pearance of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : then ſhall all 
thoſe who ſleep in the Duſt of the Earth awake *, 
they ſhall hear the Voice of the Sen of God, and come 
forth * , their Souls ſhall then be re-united to their 

Bodies, and ſhall together be ſummoned to appear 
before the Tribunal of the great Judge. F 
I believe, That then ſhall be that Day which | 
God has appointed, wherein be will judge the World | 
in Righteouſneſs by Feſus Chriſt» ; who ſhall then ap- 
' pear in his Father's Glory*, attended by all the | 
| heavenly Hoſt; then ſhall all Nations be gathered 
together before him; and ſhall have the Sentence | 
FI paſſed 


9 Heb. ix. 27. © Pſal. 89. 46. Dan. xii.2. * Johny. 28, 29 
Ats xvi, 31. * Matth. xxv. 31 I 


— — = a — 


n K ͤ ͤ 8 _— 
3 _ — — —— * N 


N 


= — 
* — — 
24 P_ir—m- - 
* * 


WD = A 
o = y = G o 


— — FI OE” - 9 N * 


331 
paſſed upon them, according to what they have 
done in the Body, whether it be good or whether 
it be evil. He will then make a Separation be- 
tween the righteous and the wicked, between them 
that feared God, and them that feared him not, As 
for thoſe who have lived in Sin, and have neglected 
and deſpiſed his Goſpel, and the great Salvation 
which it offers; he will look with Anger upon | 
them, and ſentence them to receive the juſt Deſert | 
of their Sins; Confuſion and Horror ſhall cover 
their faces; and there ſhall be no eſcaping his 
Wrath and Indignation : But they ſhall be caſt 
into eternal Torments, and puniſhed with everlaſt- 
| ing Deſtruftion from the Preſence of the Lord, and 
0 from the Glory of bis Power y. But the Righteous + 
ſhall be regarded with an Eye of Favour, they 
ſhall be openly acknowledged and acquitted by 
him; they ſhall be entirely freed from all Sin and 
Defilement, and made perfectly bleſſed in the full 
and everlaſting Enjoyment of that God, in whoſe 
Preſence is Fulneſs of Foy; and at whoſe Right-hand 
there are Pleaſures for evermore *. 


Y 2 Theſſ. i. 9. * Pſalm xvi. 11. 
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EXHORTATION. 


My Dear Brother in Chriſt, 


O U having deſired the Office and good 
Work of a Biſhop; have, according to 
Scripture-rule and order, given proof of 
your gifts and qualifications, by ſubmitting to exa- 
mination, before thoſe who are the only properJudges 
of miniſterial Abilities, and. have been approved. 
You have this day witneſſed a good Confeſſion 
before this Church of God, and many.other Wit- 
neſſes, declaring it to be your ſincere deſire and 


purpoſe, by the help of God, to devote yourſelf 


entirely to ſacred Services, and to continue therein 
to the end of life. | 

And you have hereupon been ſolemnly ſet apart, 
and ordained to the Work of the Miniſtry, as an 
Elder, Evangeliſt or Preacher, by Faſting, Prayer, 
and the Laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery ; 
and have been choſen by this Church to preſide 
over them in all divine Offices, as their Biſhop or 
Paſtor. I would therefore, as one that deſires 
to be faithful, put both you and myſelf in mind 
of thoſe ſolemn Engagements we are laid under 
by our Ordination Vows; and would particularly 
lay before you the Duties and Diſcouragements, that 
attend the facred Office, and the ſtrong Encourage- 
ments the Goſpel gives, bravely to bear up againſt 
all Oppolitions, 
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Saint Paul, that zealous and faithful Miniſter of 
Jeſus, having, together with other Presbyters, or- 
dained Timothy an Evangeliſt and Preacher, left 
him at Epheſus, to inſtruct and eſtabliſh the new 
Converts there, whilſt he travelled into other Parts | 
Y to ſpread the Goſpel. In his Travels he wrote his 
'Y firſt Epiſtle to him, to direct and inſtruct him in | 
| the Management of the important Truſt, and a- | 
mongſt other advices, gives him this, 

} CHAP. iv. v. 16. 
Take heed unto thyſelf, and unto thy Doctrine, con- 
| tinue in them: for in doing this, thou ſhalt both ſave 
? thyſelf, and them that hear thee. i. e. Seeing thou 
art intruſted with ſuch a Charge, a Buſineſs of 
C ſo great importance, take heed unto thy ſelf, and 
1 to thy life, that it be ſober and exemplary; and 
ö to thy Doctrine, that what thou preacheſt be ac- 
5 


1 


cording to the Scriptures: and be conſtant and 
unwearied in thy Work; and in ſo doing thou 
ſhalt, by the bleſſing of God accompanying thy 
| labours, both fave thyſelf, and many others that 
' may attend thy Miniſtry, 
| Some years after, being a Priſoner at Rome for 


the teſtimony of Jcſus, he wrote to the Church of 
God at Colo, planted there by the Miniſtry of 
* Epapbras, to congratulate them upon their receiv- 
; ing the Goſpel, and to eſtabliſh them in the Faith 
of Chriſt. And in the cloſe of the Epiſtle gives 
this advice; JEET 
CHAP. iv. v. 17. EO 

= And ſay to Archippus, Take heed to the Miniſtry 
f which thou haſt received in the Lord, that thou fulfil 

"1 it. i. e. Let Archippus, your Miniſter and Paſtor, 
i know, that this is my advice to him, That, as he 
4 has been intruſted with the Office of the Miniſtry 
by the will of God, and according to the appoint- 
; ment of the Lord Chriſt, it is incumbent on him 
to be yery careful and diligent to fulfil ir, and to 
E 2 perform 


„ 


[36] 
perform all the Duties and Offices of it, with great 
Zeal and Fidelity. 
On theſe two Texts I ſhall ground the Exhor- 
tation, which, at your requeſt, I am at this time 
to give you. And I ſhall, 


Firſt, Lay before you ſome parts of that Duty, 
which is incumbent on you, as a Perſon devoted 
to God in ſacred Miniſtrations, 
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Then, point at ſome of thoſe Dificu/ties you muſt 


expect to meet in the faithful diſcharge of your 
Office; and, 
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Laſtly, Offer ſome Conſiderations, by way of 
Encouragement to you, to go on cheerfully in the 
diſcharge of your Truſt, notwithſtanding any Op- 
poſitions, 


- — wy 


I. Iam to lay before you ſome of thoſe things 
that are neceſſarily incumbent on you as a Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

And this I ſhall do under theſe two heads ; 

Firſt, Take heed to your /elf. 

Secondly, Take heed to your Miniſtry. 

1. Take heed to your f; both to your Heart, 
and to your Life, Great care ſhould be taken of 
Bots if you would fulfil and adorn your Mini- 

y. 

(1.) It is not poſſible. you ſhould be a good 
Chriſtian, much leſs a good Miniſter, except you 
ſet a ſtrict watch over your Heart. 

The Heart is the fountain from whence all the 
ſtreams of action flow, which run through the life; 
and as that is pure or corrupt, ſo will they be. 

lam perſuaded you have been at ſome pains to 
know your own Heart. And as you have made a 
proteſlion of fincere intentions, in taking upon 


you 
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you this ſacred Employment, /o a frequent inſpec- + 

tion into your Heart is needful, that no evil Habit 

take root, or grow up there. As it is neceſſa 

you ſhould be à Chriſtian, before you be a Mini- i 
ter; ſo the work of a Chriſtian will be ſtill in- h 


cumbent on you, one part of which, is, to be of- 
E reviewing the heart, the inward frame and 


work ings of the mind, in order to know whether 
the purpoſes are ſincere, the aims and ends pure 
and upright. This advice the wiſe man, taught by 
| a divine Spirit, gives, ſaying, Keep thy heart with 
| 


all diligence ;, and enforceth it with this ſtrong rea- 
| ſon, for out of it are the iſſues of life; i. e. As the 
Heart 1s the fountain of the natural life, as from 
thence iſſue thoſe ſtreams that give motion, health, 
and life to the whole body ; ſo is the Soul the foun- 
tain of the rational life, and from thence iſſue thoſe 
deſires, affect ions, and paſſions, as bring on either 
its life or death, its endleſs happineſs, oreverlaſting 
ruin; and therefore is it neceſſary that it be watched 
over with a ſtrict eye, and be kept in with a ſtrong, - 
hand. | 
: You are made by the appointment of Jeſus, and 
the choice of this People|, ihe Keeper of another”s 
Vineyard: but you are not therefore to neglect the 
| keeping of your own. God has this day made you a 
| Watchman in his holy City, his Church, o watch 
over other*s ſouls : but you are not to be careleſs 
of your own ſoul, | 
Whilſt you are endeavouring to inſti] divine know- 
ledge, or to increaſe virtue, grace, and goodneſs 
in others, be not unconcerned whether you culti— 
vate theſe in your own ſoul or not; but if you re- 
commend any chriſtian grace to your Hearers, ask 
-- yourſelf, Is my own heart repleniſhed with this di- 
| vine affection? Am not I herein deficient and want- 
\] ing ? 
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[38] : 

A knowledge of your own Heart will help yo 
greatly in your work. Without it you may ſpeak 
to the ears of men, but you will ſeldom reach their 
hearts. If you have not a reliſh: of thoſe ſacred 
truths you Gabber to others, — will deliver them 
with great coldneſs and indifference; but a ſacred 
flame of divine love, love to God, and love to the 
ſouls of men, in your own breaft, will infpire you 
with life and zeal in your Miniſtrations, and will 
make you more folicitous to ſay that which may 


to promote their Salvation, than to gain their Ap- 
plauſe. | | 
| Take heed to Conſcieuce, to get it duly enlight- | by » 
ned, and then to rep it pure and tender. Let no F Ford, 
temptations of great Titles, worldly Honours, and in * 
large Revenues, draw you into any unlawful com- and t 
pliances, to the wounding of your own mind. It [ 
they ſhould, which God forbid ! you may ſtop your Þ of hi 
ears to its admonitions in a day of proſperity 3 but Þ 7berr 
in a day of adverſity it will ſeverely reprove, and ther 
its rebukes and wrongs will lie heavy upon the ſoul, Þ menc 
and ruin all hopes of uſefulneſs and acceptance. your 
But if you are careful to preſerve a good Con- He 


ſcience, and to obey its dictates, it will be a ſtrong to ſa 


ſupport, and afford a mighty joy under any diffi- Þ his p 
culties or trials you may meet with; for he that ſelf ;- 
bath a good Conſcience *, bath a continual feaſt. comn 

Be often enquiring after your Proficiency in the Chur 
divine life, that you may know the ſtate of your J With 
own ſoul ; for until all the chriſtian Characters are br du 
fair and legible upon the table of your own heart, I have 


.your work will go on but heavily, and you will ad- ÞÞeari 


dreſs to others upon the ſame ſubjects with little life J ſpeak 
and vigour. Therefore frequently commune with Tl 
your own heart, and keep up daily communion but k 
with your God, in all the parts of ſecret OP boure 

et 


* 27 ο Prov, xv. 15. 
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Let not family · worſhip, nor your preparations for 
publick ſervice, hinder. your daily cloſet- devotions. 
And becauſe theſe will ſometimes be but ſhort and 
general, if therefore you now and then ſet apart a 
ſarger portion of time, for a more exact ſearch in- 
to your own ſoul, for a more ſolemn Repentance 
and Humiliation before God, for a more particular 
review of yourſelf and Miniſtry, and for a more 
earneſt ſupplication to the Almighty, for his Bleſ- 
ſing on yourſelf and on your labours, you will 
find your account in it. 
2. Take heed to your life. Thus the Apoſtle 
exhorts his beloved Timothy“, Let no man deſpiſe 
thy youth, but be thou an example of the believers, in 
word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, 
in 11597 Chriſt's Miniſters are compared to ſalt, 
and to light ; as they are to be pure themſelves, 
nd to preſerve others ſo; and are to let their light 
of holineſs /% ſhine before men, that others ſeeing 
their good works may glorify God their heavenly Fa- 
tber ||. Let all the virtues and graces you recom- 
mend from the pulpit to others, be tranſcribed in 
your own ſoul, and ſhine forth viſibly in your life. 
How ſharp and cutting muſt the reflection be, 
to ſay of any one, He recommends to others by 
his preaching, what he don't like to practiſe him- 
ſelf ;——he gives fine deſcriptions of virtue, and 
commends her beauty, but he takes his leave at the 
Church-door, and reſuſeth to walk in her ways?” 
With what an ill grace do men preſs thoſe truths 
or duties on others, which their practice ſhews they 
have no love or reliſh for? Who can be ſerious in 
hearing, what they know another is not ſerious in 
Ipeaking ? | | 
here is no being an approved Miniſter, with- 
Out being a good man. The moſt correct and la- 
boured preaching will be rendered ineffectual 


r is ö 


by a 
bad 
* 1 Tim. iv. 12. + Matt. v. 13, 14. Ver. 16. | 
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bad life. And they who have no love for ſerious 4 
godlineſs, nor any regard to the practice of it, and 


yet take upon them to inſtruct and preach to others, 
are the greateſt curſe to a nation, and lead men to 
Infidelity and Atheiſm : And the Almighty will one 


day ſay to every ſuch Preacher, with a voice that 


will make their guilty ſouls to tremble, Vat haf 
- thou to do to declare my ſtatutes ? Or that thou ſhould 
take my covenant into thy mouth? ſeeing thou hate 
inſtruction, and cafteſt my words behind thee * ? 

If then you defire to be a Bleſſing to this People, 
or to any other where the Providence of God may 
call you to miniſter, and not a Curſe, take heed 
to your life; Holding the myſtery of faith in a pur: 
Conſcience ; keeping a Conſcience void of offence, bot) 


towards God, and towards men; and having your 
. converſation in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not ac- 


' cording to fleſhly wiſdom, but according to the grac: 
of God manifeſted in the Goſpel. Be a Preacher 
of Righteouſneſs in life and example. Be clothed 


with Humility. Let your Moderation be known uni 


—_— — 


all men, Endure hardneſs, as a good ſoldier of Feſis 
Chriſt. And above all, put on Charity, which is th: 
very bond of perfeftneſs, Give no offence to the Church 
of God; but walk circumſpectly in wiſdom towards all, 
that the Miniſtry be not blamed, As God has placed 
you at the head of a family, ſee that you be con- 
ſciencious in the diſcharge of all relative duties, 


Let all under your care be the better both for your Þ 


Inſtruction and Example; and walk before your fa- 


mily with a perfect heart. In life adorn that holy Þ 
doctrine which you profeſs, and recommend from | 


the pulpit : that if any ſhall accuſe your good con- 


verſation in Chriſt, they may be aſhamed, and you Þ 


have joy in the great day of the Lord. 
2, You muſt take heed, not only to your /ef, 


but to your Miniſtry. It is a Miniſtry which, 2 
truit, 


* Pial., I. 16, 17. T1 Tim. iii. 9, 
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truſt, you bave Feceived in the Lord; as his Grace 7 


and has inclined your heart to it, as he has beſtowed | 
ers, on you very conſiderable gifts to fit you for it, 
n to as his Providence has opened your way for the ex- 
one erciſe of thoſe gifts, and as you have now been 
that ſolemnly inveſted with it, according to his Inſtitu- 
Baſt tion, and the rule of his Goſpel, that is, by faſting, 
ul prayer, and the laying on of hands. But you are to 
46 remember, it is a Miniſtry* you have received ; / 
though it be a good and an honourable Office, yet 
ple, it is ſo, only as it is a Miniſtry or Service; and they 
may! who would ſeparate the honour from the ſervice, 
need Þ * and aſſume the one, whilſt they neglect the other, 
pur, are worthy of neither. 
both yt But whilſt ſome are courting and eagerly pur- 
your ſuing all the honours and high titles of Eccleſaſti- 
tac. cal Heraldry, and the rich emoluments belonging 
race! to it, be you only ambitious of deſerving the ho- 
cher! nourable title of, a Servant of the Churches for Je- 
the: ſus ſake, and to recommend yourſelf, by diligent - 


5 
unn and uſeful labours, to his approbation; and it will 
Feſu be honour enough, and you ſhall obtain at laſt 
s the | a rich and glorious recompence of reward. 
urch * And you muſt take heed, both to your Prepa- 
s all, ratiens for your Miniſtry, and ta your Diſcharge 
aced of it. | 
con · 1. Take heed to your private Preparations for 
tie. your more publick work, Dare not to negle&t, 
\ 


your all preparations for the Pulpit, under pretence of 


f- having your dependance on immediate divine Aſ- 
holy ſiſtances. Some have done ſo; I fear, throhgh ſloth 
rom and lazineſs, and I am ſure with a bold and ground- 
con tefs preſumption. Dire not to ſerve the Lord with” 
you? that which coſts you nothing, You fre to devote 

| your whole ſelf, and your whole time to this ſer- 
ſelf. vice, and not one day in the ſeven only. Be daily 
= F | hying 
ruſt, * Aiugkpvic, 
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laying in and increaſing Knowledge, by Reading, 


Meditation, and Prayer. 

(1,) By Reading. Let the ſacred Volumes be dai- 
ly in your hands; bath for the improvement of 
your own Heart, and for the fitting you for your 
publick, and private Work, asa Miniſter, Thele 
are the Fountains of divine and uſeful Knowledge 3 
and Divinity is now to be your chief Study, Eſteem 
other Writings, according as they tend to increafe 
your Knowledge of the inſpired Scriptures, or to 
confirm their divine Original and Authority. Fear 
not to acquaint your ſelf with the Controverſies of 
the Day, that you may be eſtabliſhed in the preſent 
Truth, and better qualified to guard thoſe under 
your care, againſt the ſubtle Devices of ſuch as ſeek 
to turn them away from the Simplicity and. Purity 
of the Goſpel, The Chriſtian Religion is not a- 
ſhamed of the Light, nor the great and important 
Truths of it aſhamed of the fulleſt and ſtricteſt Ex- 
amination. But be moſt converſant with the beſt 
13 Writings. Theſe will have the greateſt 

nfluence on your own Heart, and will afford you 
The beſt Furniture for inſtructing the People in their 
various Circumſtances, to their Comfort and Edifi- 
cation. Was Timothy exhorted to give attendance 10 
reading? So ſhould you“. Had an inſpired Apo- 
ſtle H Books +? You muſt not think to do without 
them, 

(2.) Join Meditation to your reading. There is a 
curſory way of reading Books, which ſome accu- 
ftom themſelves to, that is of little profit. One 
Volume read with Attention, and Judgment, and 
with ſome ſhort Extracts, will give you more Light, 
and more increaſe your Knowledge, than many in 
the curſory way. Meditation will fix what you read 
upon your Mind, and make it your own; it will 
free you from a contracted way of thinking, and 
inlarge 
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inlarge your. Thoughts and Conceptions, and im- 


N your Judgment. Eſpecially in e 


for the Pulpit; weigh 7 Subject well; conſider 


it in different views and lights, and fix upon that 
Method, that is moſt natural, eaſy and edify ing. 

(3.) Add to Meditation Prayer. Be much in 
Prayer; and be fervent in Prayer. Without this 
you will go on but heavily in your Work, Ir is 
by Prayer, that you muſt fetch in thoſe Supplies of 
Light and Strength from above, as muſt fit you for 
your daily Work, and make you ſucceſsful in it. 
When Moſes came down from the Mount, where 
he had been converſing with God, a Glory ſat up- 
on his Countenance, which filled the Beholders 
with Awe and Wonder“. So you, by going of- 
ten up into the Mount of Prayer, and converſing 
with God in that holy Exerciſe, will contract a 


Luſtre on the Face of your Soul, and receive that 


Light and Unction from above, that is neceſſary to 
lead you into all Truth, and fit you for every Part 
of your ſacred Office: Your Converſation and your 
Preaching, will both ſavour of the heavenly World, 
and ſhew that you have been with God. 

2. Take heed to your Diſcharge of the ſacred 
Truſt you have received, and that you fulfil your 
Miniſtry. And there are ſome Parts of your Work, 


as a Miniſter, that are of a publick, and ſome that 


are of à private nature, 
(1.) Some Parts of your Office are of a publick 
nature, and belong to the Houſe of God. And here, 
1.) Let me recommend to you, as one part of 


your publick Work on the Lord's Day, Expoun- 


ding the Scripture, at leaſt once in the Day, Tou 
will find ſome conſiderable Advantages attending 


the Practice, both to your ſelf and others. By 


ſtudying a larger Portion oſ Scripture than in 
Preaching, you will be maſter of the ſenſe of by 
| F2 an 
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and it will be your own ever after, And then, ſuch 60 
a Variety in the Work never fails of pleaſing an cre 
Auditory, and you will find them grow the faſter in ful 
the moſt uſeful Scripture knowledge, which will be | har 
their benefir, and your joy and honour. * Pe 
2. As to Preaching, take heed both Mat, and in 
How you preach. Po 
(..) Take heed to the Matter of your Diſcourſe, * ſus 
or What you preach. Being made a Miniſter, ac- T Cl 
cording to the diſpenſation of God, you are to fulfil | Ju 
the Word of God * and ts reveal his whole coun- ſpe 
ſt; ; keeping back nothing that may be jrofilable; | fro 
neither what may truly exalt the rich Grace of ty 
God, nor what may lead to Holineſs of Life, and O. 
a Goſpel-converſation. 12 
Avoid, as much as may be, Points of Controverſy, iy ne; 
as what amuſe and perplex the Hearers, but do not me 
edify them. Make not the Pulpit a Chair of Diſ- m 
putation. Controverſies will lead them off from | H 
practical Religion, and eat out the Vitals of ſerious | gi 
Godlineſs. If your Subject be ſuch as has been con- th 
troverted in the Schools, (as what part of ſacred th 
Theology has not?) difcourſe on it in a plain ſcrip- ry 
tural way, without informing them of all the Ob- S lit 
jections that have been raiſed againſt ir. \ k1 
If you diſcourſe on any ſpeculative, or any deep [6 
Points in Divinity, ſtill let it be with a view zo Prac- en 
tice: ſhew them the influence it ought to have upon = C 
their Lives, and how it leads to Goſpel. holineſs ; | 
or, according to the Expreſſion of one of the moſt oO 
[uſeful Preachers in our day, Preach free Grace 1 
practically, and good Works evangelically.” _ = G 
Inſiſt much on the great and diſtinguiſhing Pa = w 
of Cbriſtianity, by which it differs from the Law | n 
and Religion of Nature. You are a Miniſter of | I 
Feſus, and muſt glory | in his Croſs, and preach his = 
Goſpel 3 Zea, Woe unto you, if you preach not the 1 
| "9M Goſpel, 
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Goſpel. You muſt make him known in all his ſa- 
cred Characters, and glorious Undertakings for ſin- 
ful Men, Let all your Diſcourſes, if poſſible 
have ſome reference to him. If you ſpeak of the 
Perfect ions of the Deity, ſhew how they ſhine forth 
in his Son. If of Providence ; tell them, that all 
Power both in Heaven and in Earth is put into Je- 
ſus hands; that be is made Head over all things to his 
Church, and hat be is appointed to be the great 
Judge of the World, at the laſt Day. Or if yo 
ſpeak of the ſad depravity of the human Nature 
from thence take occaſion to ſhew Men the neceſſi- 
ty of a Saviour, and endeayour to lead them to him, 
Or, if you diſcourſe of moral Virtues, ſuch as, 
Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſi, Good- 
neſs, Faith, Meekneſs, and Temperance ; recom- 
mend them from the Example of Chriſt, as Teſti- 
monies of gratitude to him, and as the Fruits of that: 
Holy Spirit“, which he hath purchaſed for us, and 
given to us. Was the Knowledge of Chriſt what 
the great Apoſtle ſo highly eſteemed, accounting all 
things elſe as droſs in compariſon of it? Did he glo- 
ry in the way of Salvation by him? Anddid he de- 
liberately reſolve and determine to know, or make 
known, nothing amongſt his Hearers, ſo much as 
Chriſt, and bim crucified r. Imitate the great and 
excellent Example, and travail as in Birth, till 
Chriſt be formed in the hearts of your Hearers ||. 
And as the way of a Sinner's acceptance with a+ 
pure and holy God, through the Mediation of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, is one great Truth peculiar to the 
Golpel-revelation, ſo another is, the way in which 
we are to receive thoſe divine Aſiſtances, that are 
neceſſary for the performing the whole of Chriſtian 
Duty, and by which we may triumph over the Aſ- 
' faults of Satan, the Temptations of the World, 
dur own corrupt Fleſh, and all the Powers of 
: | | Darkneſs. 
Gal. v. 22, 23. Þ+ 1Cor.ii. 2. || Gal. iv. 19. 
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| -God his Holy Spirit, to aſſiſt in every difficulty, and 


x = \ = 1 9 
To "da = p, \ . - — a. 5 . nn = 9 
_ ” \ 


Darkneſs. As it was neceſſary that there ſhould be 
an Atonement for Siu, in order to the Sinner's accep. 
tance; ſoa divine Power is as neceſſary to enlighten, 
rify, and renew the mind. Theſe two great 
Etrines run quite through the Goſpel, and are 
clearly and fully revealed there, When therefore 
you have been endeavouring to convince of Sin, 

d the ſincere Penitent to Jeſus, the great Propi- 
tiation: And, when preſſing to Duty, ſhew the FY cc 
humble Chriſtian where his Strength lies, and the 
great Encouragement the Goſpel gives to ask of 4... 


carry through every danger. F= 
Direct the Chriſtian Practice. Lay open the! Fx 
whole Compaſs of Duty, and divide the Word of | Tri 
God aright, ſo as to give every one, Sinners and ÞY 
Saints, their proper Portion in due ſeaſon; Con- 
vince the former of the neceſſity of bog born again, I ting 
in the Goſpel ſenſe, of the neceſſity ofSepentance, © pq 
and Faith in Jeſus, and of having a R for Piety 
and real Holineſs, in order to their being happy.! 
iſplay the Terrors of the Lord, for the awakening Þ* of 
the ſecure and preſumptuous, and the Compaſſion: 
of a God, for the alluring and encouraging the 
young and the fearful, Shew the Saints of God the BY 
great and abſolute neceſſity there is, That they who | 
believe in Jeſus maintain good Works ;, That they de- ter 
part from iniquity ; and that they have their Conver- 


ſations as becometh the Goſpel: For that hereby, their 1 
heavenly Father is glorified, the Redeemer's Ho- 

nour advanced, and the Religion they profeſs re- I th 
commended to others, and made viſible and lovely. © < 
Sometimes make particular Addreſſes to ſeveral ſorts 1 « 


of Perſons, to the old, and to the young, to tb 
careleſs and ſecure, and to the fearful and dowbt- | 

ing ; to the weak, and to the firong; to the Babes of 
in Chriſt, and to thote of full ſtature. | wv 
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In a word, all political, State-affairs, and all 


| Party-diſputes, by which Chriſtians are divided a- 


= mongſt themſelves, are too mean for the Pulpit. , 


You have much more important Concerns to treat 
of: As a Miniſter of Jeſus, you are to preach his 


# Goſpel, and endeavour to ſave Mens Souls. 


IP RIAL 
yr” 


(2.) You muſt have a regard to the Manner of 
Preaching, if you deſire to be an acceptable and 
uſcful Preacher, 2 

The greateſt and moſt uſeful Truths may be ren · 
dred unprofitable and contemptible, by obſcurity, 
by meanneſs of ſtyle, or by want of ſeriouſneſs in 
him that delivers them. To avoid which, 

Endeavour to be plain and intelligible, The great . 
Truths of the Goſpel, that are moſt neceſſary to 
Salvation, and conſequently ought to be moſt fre- 
quently inſiſted on, are expreſſed in the holy Wri- 
tings with a moſt beautifut Simplicity; they need no 
Embeliſhments of Language. All the Ornaments 
with which other meaner Thoughts are dreſſed. up, 
would but obſcure their Beauties: They ſhine brigh- 
teſt with their own Luftre, There is a Greatnefs, a 
true Sublimity, and a noble Majefty, in the glori- 
ous and important Truths of our Religion, vaſtly 
excelling all meerly human Compolures. 

Avoid then all affected Turns of Wit, as what 
tend to make Men merry, rather than ſerious; and 
let your Manner be agrecable to the Dignity of 
your Subject. * 

Again, add Heat to Light, A fine Writer of 
the French Nation ſaith, The Preacher is to imi- 
** tate God in his Action upon the Heart of a Sin- 
e ner, which he firſt enlightens, and then enlivens 
with his Grace; and thus ſubdues it,” | 

Tis a great diſadvantage to the important Truths 
of the Chriſtian Religion, when they are delivered 
with coldneſs, as if they were trifling or indifferent 
things. When a Man reads his Sermon as " 
| ittle 
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little Life and Ardour as if it was a News-paper, 
it is a fad Diſappointment to the juſt Expectation 
of the pious Hearer. Such a Preacher can ſcarce 
expect to raiſe any conſiderable Warmth, or Fer- 
vour in others, when theſe are ſo greatly wanting 
in himſelf. If ever it become a Man to be ſerious, 
and in earneſt, it is moſt certainly in the Pulpit. 
« Weare told, that in the Athenian and Roman 
« Senates, when things of no greater moment were 
«© debated, than whether Milo was innocent or a 
© guilty, whether War was to be declared againſt ; 
« Philip, and the like; yet thoſe that were preſent 
<« were moved, grew pale, trembled and wept,” 1 ? 
I 
d 


Were a Demoſthenes or Cicero to diſcourſe in our 
Aſſemblies, of the great and eternal Truths of \ 
our Religion, would it be with that Indifference and 


Coldneſs, too commonly obſerved in many of the t 
Preachers of our Day ? Would they not be filled : 
with the greateſt Ardour ; and ſuch as could not b 
but cauſe ſtrange Emotions, and draw Tears from 


an Auditory? Was it not thus the Apoſtles preach- 
ed? And what was the effect? Many thouſands 1 © 


ſmote upon their Breaſts, and cried, What ſhall we : 
do* ? Therefore, 
Whilſt in preaching, as well as in compoſing, l 
keep in view the great End of your Miniſtry, which ; 
is, to convert Men, to reclaim them from Vice and f 
Error, and to lead true Converts on to higher de- t 
grees of Holineſs, and thereby to fit them for an t 
holy and happy World. = 
When you are fir'd with an ardent Zeal for the K 
Salvation of Men, it will make you ſpeak with h 
Life, and will command a ſtricter and more ſerious h 
Attention in your Hearers; and what you deliver 5 
will make its way, through God's Bleſſing, with 1 
greater Force to their Hearts and Conſciences, to © 
. Cauſe penitential Sorrow, or divine Love, or a © . 


lively 
* Aﬀts ii. 7. | 
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lively Faith, or ſome other Grace, ſuitable to your 
Subject, to exerciſe it ſelf, And the forenamed ele- 
gant Writer has ſaid, << For my part, I would 
„ chuſe rather to force a ſingle penitential Tear 
“ from an obdurate Sinner, than to charm the whole 
„ Court with ſome fine and beautiful Deſcrip- 
« tion.“ 

3. Another part of your publick Work, as a Mi- 
niſter, 1s, To adminiſter the Sacraments, the Seals of 
the New Covenant, Baptiſm, and the Supper of the 
Lord. And here you are to take heed, both whom 

ou admit to them, and how you adminiſter them. 

As to the Perſons to be admitted to theſe ſacred 
Inſtitutions, I cannot think it agreeable to the 
Mind of Jeſus, the great Law-giver in his Church, 
that all Perſons ſhould be admitted indifferently and 
indiſcriminately. If Heathens are not to be bap- 
tized, until they are a inſtructed in the Chriſtian 
Religion, and profeſs their Belief of it, ( and I 
know none that ſay they are; ) then, what Right 
can they have to that holy Seal, who, though 
they take upon them the Chriſtian Name, are rea]- 
ly worſe than Heathens, and greater Enemies to all 
ſerious Godlineſs ? Will that · pretended Faith, which, 
not being accompanied with good Works, St. James 
ſaith, is dead *, give Men a Right to the Seals of 
the Covenant of Grace; when it is manifeſt, from 
the Unholineſs of their Lives, that they have no 
Intereſt in that Covenant? And it they have no 
Right themſelves, whence ſhould their Children 
have any? Is it not through them only they can 
have any Right? And if profane and ungodly 
Men, continuing ſuch, have no Right to Baptiſm, 
it is ſtrange to think they ſhould have any Right 
to the other Seal, they being alike ſacred and of the 
lame ſolemnity. | 

G As 
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50 
As to the Manner of adminiſtring theſe Ordinan- 
ces; it is the ſafeſt keeping as neat the original 


Inſtitutions, and the ſacred Patterns, as may be. 


Only let me add with regard to Baptiſm, Let it be 
done publickly, in the Church and wor chipping Aſ- 
ſembly, as often as it can, with conveniency. A 
publick Baptiſm is certainly to be preferred to a 
private one, as it is accompanied with much grea- 


ter Advantages. A greater Number of Perſons 


will hereby be inſtructed in the nature of this Goſ- 
pel-Ordinance; you will have a good opportunity 
of acquainting young People with the meaning of 
that Covenant, they were ſolemnly entred into in 
their Infant-ſtate, andof preſſing them to take thoſe 
Vows upon themſelves, and to renew the Covenant 
perſonally ; and of exhorting all baptized Perſons 
to come to the holy Table, and to perform all 
things whatſoever Jeſus hath commanded them : 
And, which ſhould encourage religious Parents to 
bring their Children into the publick Aſſembly, the 
whole Aſſembly join in fervent Prayers to Heaven, 
tor Bleſſings on them and their Children. 

4. In exerciſing that godly Diſcipline, which the 
Redeemer has appointed in his Churches, you are 
alſo to take heed. In all the parts of it, ſuch 


as admitting to Communion, reproving and ad- 


moniſhing, and caſting out, you are to preſide : 
but yet it may be prudent, in every one of theſe, 
to have the Advice and Conſent of the Brethren. 

In your Admiſſions, have a ſtrict regard to the 
Honour and Authority of the Redeemer ; and nei- 
cher make the facred Incloſure a Common, leſt it 
become a Waſte; nor yet ftraiter and narrower 
than he has left it, leſt you thereby keep out ſuch 
as he would have admitted. 

And in Reproofs and Su/pen/icns, let all be done 
with the Spirit of Love, and Meekneſs, and diſ- 
cover a ſincere Deſire, not to expoſe, but to re- 

form, 
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form. In the pureſt Times of the Chriſtian Church- 
there was no Commutation of Penance for Mo- | 
ney ; but the Offenders ſtood long in the Place, 
and Habit, and Manner of Penitents, giving the 
fulleſt Proofs of a deep and ſincere Humiliation, | 
before they could be received again into the | 
. Church's Boſom, and to full Communion with the. 
Faithful. Alas! how much is this ſacred Diſci— 


* 
e 


1 | pline now wanted! How ſadly neglected, though | 
po often prayed for! 
| 2. There are other Parts of your Duty, as a 
J | Miniſter, which are of a private Nature, and which 
L you ought to take heed to. As 
> > Niſiting the Flock, over which, according to the | 
l , Appointment of the Holy Ghoſt, you are made =_ 
8 an Overſeer. In the Epiſtle, under the Name of 
1 5 Ignatius to Polycarp, we are told, „ That the 
: I „ Biſhops were obliged to inquire after all undar 
0 « their Charge by Name, and not proudly to | 
Cc « gyerlook the Men-Servants and Maid-Servants.“ | 
| I own, tis difficult to make our Viſits fo fſer- 
viceable to religious Purpoſes as we could with ; 

e | either unſuitable Company, or Converſe about 
E I other Affairs, prevent more edifying Diſcourſes. 
h And yet I can't but think, that if we had more 
1 | Courage and more Zeal, and were to watch for a 
: E proper Opportunity, we might ſometimes find one, 
„5 to drop a Word or two that might be uſeful. 

3 Obferve, if any are particularly affected under 
e pour Miniſtry, and ſeek for an Opportunity ot 
1- converſing with them, and by ufing an agrecable 
i © Freedom with them, you will encourage them to 
er = open their Minds to you; whereoy you may 
hn have a fair occaſion to ſay ſomething to their ad- 

| vantage. And be always ready, when deſired, to 
ne © aſſiſt any by your Counſels or your Prayers. We 
i- © are told, in the Life of the late excellent Mr. 
- i Heury, That he was beſt pleaſed with thoſe 
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« Viſits in which his Friends put him upon pray- 
ing with them; and whatever his Entertain- 
«© ment had been, if he parted without Prayer, it 
« was not ſo much to his Satisfaction.“ 


In viſiting the Sick, ſtay not always, till you 
are ſent for, if you have reaſon to think (Sag 
Q- 


Viſit will give no offence, In thoſe ſerious 
ments, People are better prepared for receiving In- 
ſtruction, and you will have a fair Opportunity of 
ſaying ſomething that may be awakening, or 
comforting, or edifying, as their Caſes may re- 
quire. The Frailty and Uncertainty of Life; the 
daily nearer Approaches of Death; the following 
Judgment; and an endleſs Eternity, are ſolemn 
Subjects; and may very ſuitably, at ſuch a time, 
be diſcourſed on in an affecting manner. You ma: 
at ſuch a time (without making a direct Applica- 
tion to the Perſon you would inſtruct, if that 
would give offence,) repreſent the Folly of a ſin- 
ful Life, as it fills the Mind with Guilt and Fears, 
and makes the Apprehenſions of Death affrighting ; 
and what is neceſlary to make Men die well, and 
to fit them for a World of perfect Purity and Bliſs 
after Death. And fear not to ſhake Men off from 
their ſandy Foundations, their preſumptuous Con- 
fidences, and their falſe deceiving Hopes, and to 
tell them plainly what that 1s, without which they 


can never be ſaved. 


No part of your Work will require more Courage 
or Prudence, than giving private Reproof. You 
are not to let Sin lie upon your Brother; but are in 


any wiſe io rebuke him · But to do it in the moſt 


acceptable manner, ſo as to anſwer the deſired 
End, is no ſmall Difficulty. Publick Reproof may 
exaſperate : private may reform, if it be done with 
all Gentleneſs and Compaſſion, in a way that 
ſhows you love the Man, at the ſame time that 


you 


* Lev. xix. 17. 
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you admoniſh him for his Fault. Bat if after all 

our Prudence and Caution you ſhould be fo un- 

appy as to offend, you will have the Satisfaction 

of having done your Duty, and endeavoured his 

Amendment; he, in his cooler Thoughts, and in 
his Conſcience, will approve your Fidelity; and, 

what is more than all, you will be approved 
of your Judge, and find Acceptance with the 
Almighty. 
Having thus laid before you ſome of thoſe Du- 

ties that are incumbent on you, as a Miniſter of 
Jeſus, give me leave, 


an. n FI. ws £5 1 * 
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| | IT. To point at ſome of thoſe Difficulties you 
* muſt expect to meet with in the faithful Diſcharge 
of your Office, and which render the Exhorta- 
tion, Yo take heed, ſo neceſſary, If there were no 
© | Difficulties attending ſacred Miniſtrations ; if Per- 
* f ſons, called to this honourable Employment, were | 
, to meet with no Diſcouragements in the way of | 
; their Duty, no Enemies, nor Oppoſitions, there 
] would have been no need of this Advice of an 
$ ' inſpired Apoſtle to Timotby and Archippus, To 
i | take beed to themſelves, and to their Miniſtry. But 
- 9 Reaſon, Scripture, and Experience confirm this 


0 Truth; that he who deſires to diſcharge the im- 
y portant Truſt with Zeal and Fidelity, ſo as to 
! approve his Conduct to the great Searcher of 
' Hearts, muſt expect to meet with peculiar Diffi- 
culties and Trials, ſuch as common Chriſtians are 
unacquainted with, And he that engageth in this 
Warfare, againſt the Luſts, and Prejudices, and 
Paſſions of Men, and againſt the Powers of Dark- 
neſs, and does not expect to encounter great Diffi- 
culties, has not ſat down to count the Coſt; and 
it will be well if he be not ſoon driven back, or } 


5 


put to ſhame and confuſion. For, 
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1. Every faithful Miniſter of Jeſus will experi- are 
ence a Backwardneſs in his own Fleſb, to the per- wi 
formance of thoſe Duties his Office calls for. wi 
As in every Chriſtian, he Fleſh Iuſteth againſt the an 
Spirit, and warreth againſt the Law of the Mind; the 
ſo does it more eſpecially oppoſe the ſeverer Ex- yo 
erciſes of frequent praying and faſting ; the Mor- A 
tification and Self-denial, the painful ſtudying and vo 


watching, and the other Duties belonging to the 
miniſterial Function. A Miniſter, that would be 


faithful, muſt ſometimes deny himſelf in his inno- th 
cent Pleaſures, in his Eaſe, and Sleep, and Re- FS) 
freſhments; and muſt ſometimes riſe early, and fo 
fit up late, and ſtudy toWearineſs, To all which fi 
the Fleſh will oft oppoſe itſelf, and will fay, as w 
Peter to his Lord when he would have diſſuaded 
him from ſuffering, Maſter, fave thy ſelf. You 21 
will oft find it thus ſuggeſting to you, This is too 0 
much, more than is required; you will by ſuch t. 
cloſe Applications injure your Health, and rn 1 
your Days; good Maſter ſpare thy ſelf. But you fi 
may reply, as Dr. Cumberland, Biſhop of Peter- * 
borow, did to one uſing ſomewhat the ſame Lan- E 
guage to him; It is better to wear out, than to 7 
<< ruſt out. And follow the Example of the 
great Apoſtle, and be willing 0 ſpend and be ſpent | © 
in fuch honourable Service, and for the good (1 1 
Souls“. „ 
2. You mult expect to be oppoſed in your Work © 1 
by the Powers of Darkneſs. - The great Enemy © | 
of Mankind will rage when his Kingdom is in-“ 


vaded, and his Captives releaſed, and Light breaks 
in upon his gloomy Regions. wider 
Has God, by putting his Spirit upon you, 
anointed you to preach good Tidings to the Meck, 0 
bind up the Broken-bearted, to proclaim Liberty 10 
tbe Captives, aud the opening the Priſon to them tba. 
| | ars 
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are bound? Be aſſured, the ſtrong armed Man 


will not let his Priſoners go out in Peace, and 
without ſtrong Oppoſition; and the more zealous 
and the more ſucceſsful you are in your Miniſtry, 
the more enraged and violent will he be againſt 
you. Is he ſtiled, The Accuſer of the Brethren T? 
And can it be expected he ſhould be more fa- 
vourable to the Miniſters of Jeſus? We read |; 
that when the pious Joſbua ſtood up to miniſter be- 
fore the Lord in the High Prieſt's Office, Satan 
the great Adverſary flood at his right hand to re- 
fiſt bim. And fo it may be with you, you may 
ſometimes find him acculing, aſſaulting and oppo- 
ſing you, when preparing for your Work, and 
when engaged in it. 

Prepare likewiſe to meet with Reproach from 
tbe World. No one can ſet himſelf to ſtem the Tide 
of Wickedneſs, to oppoſe the Luſts of Men, and 
to reform Mankind, but he muſt look for bad 
Uſage. The holy and bleſſed Jeſus, though per- 
fectly innocent and blameleſs, and his Apoſtles, 
who followed him in the Regeneration t, (i. e. were 
engaged in the fame Deſign of regenerating and 
reforming the World) were evil intreated; and all 
Goſpel-Miniſters, who deſire to be faithful, muſt 
_—_ no kinder Treatment. The Buſinefs you 
profeſs, viz. that of a Reformer, is ſufficient to 
create you Enemies not a few ; and you cannot 
take upon you to turn Men from thoſe pleaſura- 
ble Ways of Sin th6y have long accuſtomed them- 
ſelves to walk in, and to preſs them to walk by 
Virtue's ſeverer Rules, to lead them into the ways 
of Holineſs which they have a diflike to, and to 
interrupt them in their Purſuit of criminal Plea- 
ſures, to denounce the Threatnings of the Al- 
mighty againft thoſe that refuſe Obedience to the 

diving 
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divine Commands, and to bear a publick Teſti- 
mony for God, and againſt their evil Practices, by 
a contrary Courſe of Piety and Holinefs, and 
hope to eſcape all Reproach and Cenſure. Be aſ- 
ſured, there are ſome in our looſe and corrupt Age, 
as well as in that in which St. Peter lived“, 
who will think it ſtrange, that you run not with 
- them into the ſame Exceſs of Riot, and will, for that 

reaſon, ſpeak evil of you. 
4. Add to this melancholy Account, -the Sligbis, 
it is poſſible, you may meet with, from ſome, 
you thought, your Friends, and the Unſucceſsfulneſs of 
our Labours amongſt thoſe to whom you miniſter, 
ou will be happy above moſt Men, iſ you meet 
with no Diſcouragements of this kind; I pray 
God you may not. But remember you are to 
| 22 not to perfect Creatures, not to Angels, 
ut to Men; who, if they were perfect, would 
not need your Labours. It is probable, that after 
all your Endeavours to convert and reclaim Men, 
there may be ſome going on ſtill indulging their 
Luſts, and living after the Fleſh, and going on 
in that broad Road that leadeth to Deſtruction; 
and others who have given in their Names to 
Jeſus, and ſealed their Covenant at his Table, too 
covetous and worldly- minded, too cenſorious and 
uncharitable, too proud and ſelf- confident, and 
far from that Strictneſs and Purity which the 
Goſpel requires of all that profeſs it. Perhaps, 
after the moſt painful Study to ſay ſomething that 
may awaken the careleſs Sinner, and when labour- 
ing as in Birth, with the greateſt Ardor, that 
Chriſt may be formed in their Souls, you may ſee 
them ſleeping ſound under your Miniſtry, or 
gazing about altogether careleſs and unconcerned. 
, And this cannot but give a pious Miniſter, who 
— has a compaſſion for the Souls of Men, 15 3 
1 | | | neali- 
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Uneaſineſs : It muſt grieve him at the heart, to 
ſee the great Pains he has taken meet with ſo little 


nd Succeſs and Acceptance. 

al- And yet notwithſtanding all theſe Difficulties in 
ge, the way of your Duty, 

uh III. The Goſpel will afford you the ſtrongeſt 
nat Moetives and Encouragements to go on with your 
Work. As, 
is, 1, The Service you are engaged in is the moſt 
ie, Bonourable and beneficial ; honourable in itſelf, and 
of F* beneficial to Mankind. 

r. What can be more honourable, than to ſtand -. 
et | in the Place of your great Maſter, and in his 
ay Name to beſeech Sinners to be reconciled to God? 
to Io be ſerviceable to Men in their eternal In- 
Ss, | tereſts, and to promote their everlaſting Welfare? 
dd To bring Men back to God; to deliver them 
er from the worſt of Slaveries; to open blind Eyes, 
7, | | and ſet at liberty the moſt miſerable Captives; to 
i |: heal diſeaſed Minds, reſtoring them to their pri- 
n mitive Rectitude, and make them like the An- 
gels, and to bear a Reſemblance to the bleſſed 
o | God himſelf; to recover them out of the Snare of 
o | the Devil, and pluck them as Fire- brands out of 
] the Fire; to fave them from everlaſting Perdi- 
4 tion, and train them up for a bleſſed and glorious 
2 FE Immortality; — theſe are the Services you are cal- 
„ led to, and to which you have this Day ſolemnly 
| devoted yourſelf. s 

N | Not that you can do all this of yourſelf, but 


- [© herein you are to be a Worker together with God“, 

| ! who has appointed the Miniſtry to theſe happy 

| Purpoſes, and will accompany it with his Bleſſing 

to make it effectual. And can a wile or good 

Man defire any greater Honour than to be en- 

gaged in ſuch kind Offices? Is it not the ſincere 
>: H D. ſire 
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Deſire of eyery virtuous Man, to be uſeful in 
Life? And, can any Miniftrations be more uſeful 
than this? The meer deſigning and endeavourin 
to ſerve Men in their refine Intereſts, wil 
afford ſuch a Satisfaction, as may abundantly re- 
compenſe the moſt painful Labours. | 
2. You ſerve a good Maſter, who will take you 
under his ſpecial Protection. Are you a Servant 


o Men, in the Concerns of their Souls? It is 


ſor Jeſus' ſake. He is your great Lord, who 
commiſſioneth and ſendeth you out, and whoſe 
Commands and Orders you are to obey and 
follow. And can you be ambitious of any grea- 
er Honour, than to be the Servant of Chriſt ? 
1 not this the Title the great Apoſtle gloried in, 
In ſeveral of his Epiſtles? What if the World re- 
roach you, and the great Adverſary ſtir up ſome 
Ely to, accuſe you, and to oppoſe your Miniſtra- 
tions? Jeſus will be your Patron, and your Ad- 
vacate. For when Joſhuab ſtood up to miniſter 
before the Lord, and Satan ſtood up tg reſiſt him, 
The Lord, i. 6. the Lord Chriſt, togk his Ser- 
vant's part, pleaded. his, cauſe, and ſaid, The Lord 
rebuke. thee, O. Satan; the Lord, that hath choſen 
Jeruſalem, rebuke thee: Is not this a Brand pluck- 
ed out, of the Fire? We live in a day in which 
the Miniſtry hath, not one only, but many Ad- 
verſaries, many, falſe Accuſers. Never perhaps 
was the ſacred Office treated with more contempt 
and ridicule. But Jeſus the Lord will take his ſin- 
cere and faithful Servants under his Patronage, 
will plead their cauſe againſt choſe that ſtand up 
againſt them, and will, one day, confeſs, their 
Names with honour, to the confuſion. of all their 
unjuſt Accuſers. 
Go. on then in his Name, and in the faithful 
Diſcharge of the Duties of your high and holy 
8 | Ca he 
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Calling, and he will magnify your OMee, and ſe- 
cure the Dignity and the Credit of it; 


"S 
* 


1 


3. You may reafonably expect all neceſſary Su p- 
plies of Light and Strength, Direktion and Contiſel 


from him, anfwerable to your various Wants ar 


u Exigencies, The Work. indeed is great and dif- 
It ficult, Which has caufed many faithful Miniſters 
is. of Jeſus to take up the Apoſtle's Words, and fay*; _ 
0 Whe is ſulſicient for theſe thinks ? Who is ſuf- 
e ficient to ſpeak of the vaſt Diſproportion between 
d Time and Eternity, — of the Worth of immor- 
1 tal Souls, — or of the inviſible Realities of the 
? other World ; to ſet forth the eternal Joys 
, and Felicities of Heaven, arid the endleſs Mileries 
A of the infernal Pit! Who is ſufficient to treat 
e of the Nature of the infinite and bleſſed God,. 
- and to diſplay his immenſe and glorious Perſecti. 
1. ons! — Who is able to dechare all the Ways and 
er Methods of God, in dealing with Sinners: 
, to aſſiſt them in the new Birth. and to ſhew 
= them, unerringly, the Way that leads ro Life, t6 
4 Glory ! Wi. o can unfold the Heart, and lay open 
1 all its Deceits, and Wickedneſſes ; _— or difcover 
E- all the Wiles and Stratagems of the great Deſtroy- 


h | | er; —— or detect the many Snares and Dangers of 
J. © the World, by which many thouſand Souls have 


DS been drawn afide, and ruined! Fo ſpeak as under 
t che Eye of an omniſcient and holy God, — as 
1-8 flioſe that expect to appear before him in Judg- 
> ment, and give an account of their Miniſtry; — 
P and, in a word, fo to ſpeak, as that they who be- 
ir lieve may be ſaved, und they who' believe not, and pe- 
ir 7h, may be rendred inexcuſable; who is ſuffici- 
ent for theſe things 
1 But when we are ready to be diſcouraged at our 
y own Weakneſs, as not being equal to the arduous 
- H Task, 
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Task, we may be ſtrong through the Grace that is in 
Chriſt Feſus. In him all Fulneſs dwells, All Power 
in Heaven and Earth is in bis hands: And he has 
promiſed to be with his Miniſters, in the conſcien- 
tious diſcharge of their Duty, % the End of the 
World. If he ſtand by you with his Aid, what have 
you to fear? His Eye will inſpire you with cou- 
rage, his Hand uphold and ſtrengthen you. Diffi- 
culties cannot daunt a brave Spirit, but rather in- 
flame with a greater Ardour. Whatever mountain- 
ous Difficulties may be thrown up in your way, go 
on, in the Name of Jeſus, and they fall become a 
Plain before vo. For Jeſus ſtrengibning of you, 


you may do all things. 


4. Your Rewards will be great and glorious. The 
Phariſees, in our Saviour's day, by fnatching at a 
preſent Reward of their Religious Services, loſt that 
which is future and better. Yerily, I ſay unto yon, 


- they have their Reward Þ ; or, they hinder their Re- 
ward, i. e. by ſecking the Applauſe of Men, as a 


preſent Reward, they cut themſelves off from any 
Share in thoſe better and more glorious Rewards, 
which God wil], another day, beſtow on his upright 
Servants. Wait then for your full Reward, till the 
great Day of Remuneration, and your Labour of 
Love, your painful, uſeful Services ſhall be had in 
everlaſting Remembrance. The Rewards you expect 
are worth waiting for. Envy not others their lordly 
Titles, their high Preferments, or their rich Reve- 


- nues 3 4 Servant of the Churches, is a Title much more 


becoming a Diſciple of the humble Jeſus ; which, 
if you are chiefly ambitious of, and are careful to 
fill up the Duties of your Office with Integrity and 
Diligence, then may you juſtly expect to have your 


Name mentioned with Honour, by the great Judge 


of the whole World, and to hear rhoſe joyful Words 
pro- 
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pronounced on you, Well done, good and faithful 
Servant, enter thou into thy Maſter's Foy. That Jeſus, 
ro whoſe Service you have now devoted your ſelf, 
and who ſends you to preach his Goſpel, and edi- 
fy his Body, the Church, will be ever with you, 
to obſerve your Diligence, your Watchings, your 
Self-denial, and your painful Labours, and will 
come again with rich Rewards in his hands, when 
they who have turned many to Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine 


as Stars in the Firmament, for ever and ever *, 


To conclude : Are the Duties of your high Cal- 
ling many, and the Difficulties great? Remember, 
that every good and perfect Gift cometh down from 
the Father of Lights ; and a Wiſdom of God, who 
giveth liberally to them that ſincerely ask, and up- 
braideth not. And often review this Day's Solem- 
nity, the Vows you have now made, the Oath of 
God you have entred into, and be faithful to them; 
and then, when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, you 
ſhall receive a Crown of Glory, that fadeth not away 
Which that every faithful Miniſter, and every ſin- 
cere Chriſtian here preſent, may obtain, God, of 
his infinite Mercy, grant, for the ſake of his bleſ- 
fed Son Jesus, our only Lord and Saviour; to 
whom be Glory in the Churches, World without 
End, Amen. . 
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